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South Jersey takes great pride in its produce, from world-famous tomatoes to sweet corn to ripe blueberries. While the local products can be found in most supermarkets, a hearty crop of farmers markets lets shoppers go right to the source for their fresh fruit and vegetables. Pick-your-own produce -- available at many area markets -- enhances the experience for visitors who fill baskets with peaches, strawberries, pumpkins and more.
Some area farms and farmers markets have transcended the roadside stand image by becoming full-fledged outdoor attractions. Johnson's Corner Farm in Medford is among a handful of places where families can hop on hayrides. The farm also has a Discovery Barnyard petting zoo packed with farm animals. Springdale Farms in Cherry Hill features a large indoor market with goodies such as pies, fresh-baked bread and preserves. And markets in busy shopping districts, such as the Collingswood Farmers Market, treat shoppers to cooking demos, live music and more.
1895 ORGANIC FARM
Certified organic by the state of New Jersey, this market offers a cornucopia of veggies: six types of tomatoes, five kinds of peppers, four varieties of sweet potatoes and squash; three kinds of eggplants, beans, potatoes and onions; red and green basil; and much more. Open noon-6 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; 9 a.m.-2 p.m Saturday from June to September. 303 Landing St., Lumberton; (609) 267-5953
BERLIN FARMERS MARKET
Opened in 1940 as a livestock and produce auction by the Giberson family (who still owns it three generations later), this sprawling market is one of the East Coast's largest, with more than 85 stores featuring new merchandise and more than 700 outdoor vendor spaces. Entrees are sold at an old-fashioned butcher shop, and fresh fruit, vegetables, shrubbery and plants are also available. Open 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Thursday to Saturday; 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday year-round. 41 Clementon Road, Berlin Borough; (856) 767-1284; www.berlinmarket.com
BROWNING HESS FARM MARKET
This 42-acre farm has been in the family since 1898. You'll find fruits and vegetables, jam, jelly and honey, plus mums, cut flowers and Indian corn. Tomatoes and strawberries, peppers and mums are shoppers' favorites. Open 8 a.m.-6 p.m. daily Mother's Day to October. 824 N. Lenola Road, Moorestown; (856) 866-9442
BUDD's K-n-P FARMS COUNTRY MARKET
Fresh produce is only the beginning. The market also sells live crabs and fresh Jersey clams, fresh-baked pies and local honey, including honeycombs and chunk honey, as well as barbecue sauces. Pick your own collards, string beans or hot peppers, kale, turnip tops, cilantro, mustard greens or Jersey tomatoes. The market's new takeout kitchen serves hot and cold sandwiches, seafood and more. Open daily year-round; 9 a.m.-8 p.m. April to November and 10 a.m.-7 p.m. November to March. 132 Vincentown Road, Pemberton Township; (609) 894-4817
BURLINGTON COUNTY FARMERS MARKET
This market is on the site of a longtime dairy farm. You'll find produce and plants, plus unique items such as quail eggs, alpaca yarn and wool. Artisans sell homemade soaps, hand-poured candles and handmade brooms. The last Saturday of the month is a festival day, with special performances. Open 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturdays mid-June to Nov. 1. 500 Centerton Road, Moorestown; (856) 642-3850; http://bcfarmersmarket.blogspot.com
CAMDEN FARMERS MARKET
The Camden Area Health Education Center began its farmers market program with a single farmer at this site. The agency now runs four other locations -- the Fairview Farmers Market, Our Lady of Lourdes Community Farmers Market, Virtua Health Farmers Market and Walter Rand Transportation Center Market. The Camden Farmers Market has expanded to feature 12 vendors, two restaurants with produce, prepared food, music and craft sales. Open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Fridays June 20 to Nov. 7, except July 4. Broadway and Martin Luther King Boulevard, Camden; (856) 963-2432, ext. 216; www.camden-ahec.org
COLLINGSWOOD FARMERS MARKET
The market features giveaways and cooking demonstrations. Shopping selections include plentiful seasonal produce. Visitors will also find cafe areas, doggie treats, stuffed olives, soap, baked goods, fresh-cut flowers and locally produced cheeses and meats. Music, 9 a.m.-noon, ranges from Celtic to rock, weather permitting. Open 8 a.m.-noon Saturdays from May to Thanksgiving. Collings and Irvin avenues along PATCO Hi-Speedline, Collingswood; (856) 559-0234; www.collingswoodmarket.com
COLUMBUS FARMERS MARKET
The outdoor produce market sells fruit, vegetables and ethnic fast food. But the indoor flea market offers much more: stalls for up to 1,200 vendors, with 65 stores inside selling toys, housewares, clothing, books and collectibles. Both indoor and outdoor markets are open year-round. Indoor market: 8 a.m.-8 p.m. Thursday and Saturday; 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Friday; 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday. Outdoor market: 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Thursday; 7:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday; 6:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday. Route 206, Columbus; (609) 267-0400; www.columbusfarmersmarket.com
CONTE FARM
Apple lovers, rejoice: You can select from Empire, Gala, Granny Smith, Golden Delicious, Jonagold, Jonathan, Rome Beauties or Red Delicious. Pick-your-own fruit options include strawberries, blueberries, peaches and apples, or grab some fresh offerings right off the vine: tomatoes, pumpkins, peppers and peas. Market open May to November; bakery open year-round. 299 Flyatt Road, Tabernacle; (609) 268-1010.
DUFFIELD'S FARM MARKET
This county landmark has been family-owned since 1930 and now spans 140 acres of protected farmland. More than 35 varieties of vegetables and fruits are grown here, including strawberries, sweet corn, tomatoes and peaches. Apple cider doughnuts are made in the bakery and there's a deli on site. Open Monday to Saturday year-round. Greentree and Chapel Heights roads, Sewell; (856) 589-7090; www.duffieldsfarm.com
FARMER FRANK'S FARM MARKET
The family continues to run the market more than 40 years after its start. The business has grown to offer more than 600 items, specializing in Jersey produce. Craft items and pies are also available. Open 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday to Friday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday from April to mid-November. 165 Mantua Road; Mount Royal; (856) 468-0860
FLYING FEATHER FARM
The market sells rotisserie chickens, baked goods, jellies, spaghetti sauce and more. Fresh chickens and fryers are also available. Flying Feather kicks off planting season each year with sales of herb plants and annuals. In the fall, customers come for pumpkins, apples, apple cider, fresh turkeys and specialty pies for Thanksgiving. Open daily 7 a.m.-6 p.m. from the last Thursday in April to after Thanksgiving. Bridgeboro and Westfield roads, Moorestown; (856) 235-2654
FRUITWOOD FARMS
What began in 1951 as 110 acres of apple, sweet cherry, peach, pear and nectarine orchards has grown to include strawberries, watermelons, cantaloupes, tomatoes and wine grapes. Fruitwood's honey is derived from exotic sources such as alfalfa and wildflower. Pick your own strawberries, peaches, apples and cherries in season. Open May to Nov. 15, call for hours. 419 Elk Road, Monroeville; (856) 881-7748; www.fruitwoodorchardshoney.com
HADDONFIELD FARMERS MARKET
Twenty upscale vendors sell Jersey fresh produce, specialty bakery items, cheeses, meats, flowers and crafts, and even crab meat. Shoppers will find plenty of dairy products, sandwiches and other takeout, soft pretzels, lemonade and more. Plus, fine arts and crafts exhibits take the selection beyond food. Open 8 a.m.-noon Saturdays from May 10 to to Oct. 25. Presbyterian Church parking lot, Chestnut Street, Haddonfield; (856) 216-7253; www.haddonfieldfarmersmarket.org
HERITAGE STATION
Stop at this combination fruit/vegetable market and winery for a loaf of bread and a jug of wine. The winery sells its own peach, apple, sugar plum, sour cherry and blueberry fruit wines. Take a hayride in July and August to pick peaches. Other pick-your-own produce includes plums, nectarines, pears, apples and pumpkins. Open 8 a.m.-6 p.m. daily year-round. 480 Mullica Hill Road, Richwood; (856) 589-4474; www.heritagestationfruit.com
HUNTER'S FARM MARKET AND GREENHOUSE
This federally designated Bicentennial Farm has been in the family since 1750. Specialties are sweet potatoes and yams, along with sweet corn. For your rolls, there are jams and jellies, relishes and mustards. There's a full line of Jersey Fresh fruits and vegetables, too. Open early May to Thanksgiving, call ahead for hours. 1101 Union Landing Road, Cinnaminson; (856) 829-6834
INDIAN ACRES TREE FARM
Visitors are welcome to pick their own pumpkins and buy other gourds and apple cider doughnuts. Brave souls can take a scary hayride and walk in the woods every Friday, Saturday and Sunday in October. The farm has a unique play area featuring pony rides, a moon bounce, barrel train rides and a "hoppity-hop" racetrack. It also has Christmas trees and holiday greenery. Open mid-September to December, call for hours. Tuckerton Road, Medford; (609) 953-0087; www.indianacrestreefarm.com
JOHNSON'S CORNER FARM
Johnson's is known as a destination farm, offering agricultural education and entertainment along with foodstuffs. Hop aboard a hayride, visit the bakery or gather strawberries, blueberries, corn and apples. The Discovery Barnyard area offers a glimpse of farm animals, pedal-powered go-carts, playgrounds and climbing rocks. Open 8 a.m.-8 p.m. daily from two weeks before Easter to Dec. 24. 133 Church Road, Medford; (609) 654-8643; www.johnsonsfarm.com
MOOD'S FARM MARKET
One of the original farm markets in the area, Mood's opened in 1925. Pick-your-own fruit is a specialty, beginning with sweet cherries in June and continuing through summer with pears, plums and grapes until wrapping up in October with pumpkins. Special activities include apple-picking hayrides in September, pumpkin-picking hayrides in October, a blueberry festival and a fall kickoff festival. Open June to Thanksgiving, call for hours. 901 Bridgeton Pike, Harrison Township;(856) 478-2500; www.moodsfarmmarket.com
ROBSON FARM MARKET
Popular for its peaches, sweet corn and tomatoes, this farm market also sells cauliflower, cabbage, broccoli and Brussels sprouts, as well as 11 varieties of apples. On-site fall fun includes hayrides, pumpkin picking and a corn maze. Open daily from April to December. 505 Monmouth Road, North Hanover; (609) 758-2068; www.robsonsfarmmarket.com
RUSSO'S FRUIT AND VEGETABLE FARM
An on-site bakery distinguishes this market, and homegrown Jersey Fresh produce is baked into crusts daily. The season closes with sales of Christmas trees and poinsettias. Check out the selection of toy tractors, handcrafted furniture, Valenzano wines and salad dressings. Open 9 a.m.-6 p.m. daily from April to December. Medford Lakes and Carranza roads, Tabernacle; (609) 268-0239; www.russosfruitandveg.com
RUSSO'S ORCHARD LANE FARM
Most popular among the fresh fruit and vegetables grown at this 250-acre farm are tomatoes, sweet corn and peaches, nurtured by a family who has been farming for more than 90 years. Open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. daily May to December. 310 Extonville Road, Chesterfield; (609) 259-3684; www.russosorchardlanefarm.com
SORBELLO GIRLS FARM MARKET
The market sells a variety of farm-fresh fruits and vegetables, including asparagus, strawberries, tomatoes, zucchini, peppers, blueberries, peaches and eggplant. Also look for spring bedding plants and flowers. The market is named for the six Sorbello daughters, some of whom assist their father in the operation. Open 8 a.m.-6 p.m. daily May to September. Route 77 South, Bridgeton Pike, Harrison Township; (856) 478-9616.
SPRINGDALE FARMS
Shoppers have plenty of choices outdoors -- where pick-your-own strawberries are available beginning in mid-June, and pick-your-own pumpkins in October -- and indoors, at the fully stocked old-fashioned farmers market. More than 35 crops are grown on the 100-acre site, and home-baked pies and New Jersey wines are for sale. The family-friendly farm also offers hayrides, campfires and an autumn corn maze. Open 8 a.m.-6 p.m. daily from March to December; after April 15 open until 7 p.m. Monday to Saturday. 1638 S. Springdale Road, Cherry Hill; (856) 424-8674; www.springdalefarms.com
TONY MORELLI'S FARM MARKET
The market, close to the Atlantic City Expressway and Route 42, is a good bet on the way to or from the casino. Pick up fresh fruit, vegetables, cut flowers, bedding plants and eggs. Seasonal items include pumpkins, Christmas trees and poinsettias. Open year-round; daily in the summer. Hours vary. 1008 Black Horse Pike, Glendora; (856) 939-1026
WM. SCHOBER SONS ORCHARDS AND FARM MARKET
The market boasts 14 varieties of apples, along with apple and peach cider, and an impressive selection of salsas. Also for sale: nectarines, tomatoes, peppers, white potatoes, yams, cabbage, broccoli, cauliflower, cantaloupes, watermelons, eggplants, sugar corn and pumpkins. Open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday to Saturday from July to December. 1125 Monroeville Road, Monroeville; (856) 694-1212; www.schoberorchards.com
WOODBURY FARMERS MARKET
The only community farmers market in Gloucester County is now in its sixth year. Vendors set up in the train station parking lot with produce, cut flowers, hand creams, lotions, and doggie treats and accessories. Buy-one, get-one-free discounts are available at the height of some crop seasons. Shoppers also are treated to chef demonstrations and music. Open 2-6 p.m. Thursdays from June 19 to Oct. 2. Cooper Street and Railroad Avenue, Woodbury (856) 845-1300, ext. 123
ZIMMERMAN FARM
Celebrate the seasons from Easter through Christmas with fresh produce and activities. Jersey produce, jams, jellies, country gift items, muffins and doughnuts tempt shoppers, and home-baked cookies and pies are available for Thanksgiving and Christmas. A side business -- Hot Diggity Dog -- offers all-natural pet food. Open daily from April to Dec. 24; open weekends January to March. Hours vary. 425 Salina Road, Sewell; (856) 468-1611
