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CHERRY HILL — A township teacher was not present when classroom staffers allegedly berated a 10-year-old autistic boy who was secretly recording the comments, the woman’s lawyer said Friday.

The teacher, Kelly Altenburg, “does not condone any such remarks …and this language was not used at her direction, in her presence or with her knowledge,” said attorney Matthew Wieliczko.

He asserted Altenburg, a 23-year educator, only learned of the offensive comments after the boy’s father, Stuart Chaifetz, gave the recording to district officials.

Also Friday, district officials provided new details about the employment status of staffers involved in the Feb. 17 incident at Horace Mann Elementary School.

The officials, who previously said workers heard on the tape are no longer with the district, now have announced all other employees in the classroom that day have been placed on leave “to minimize disruption in our schools” while an investigation continues.

Chaifetz, who has contended Altenburg was transferred to Cherry Hill High School West after the incident, is demanding her dismissal.

Wieliczko, who did not comment on Altenburg’s job status, said the teacher has “fully cooperated” with the district’s investigation. He also said the teacher was not in her classroom for about an hour at the beginning of the day and that accusations of misconduct “have hurt her deeply.”

“The first time that Mrs. Altenburg became aware of these statements, or alleged statements, was either when she was contacted by the school administration concerning the covert recording…or just after the posting of Mr. Chaifetz’ first YouTube video,” the attorney’s statement said.

Chaifetz posted a YouTube video on Monday that summarizes the recording; it has drawn more than 3.5 million viewers.

Chaifetz, who hid a recording device in his 10-year-old son’s pocket, initially said he wanted an apology from the staffers and legislative action that would remove barriers to the dismissal of school employees who bully.

On Thursday, he also called for Altenburg’s teaching certificate to be revoked.

Altenburg’s attorney asked people “not to prejudge this matter or jump to unwarranted and inaccurate conclusions.”

Wieliczko said Altenburg is “unsettled” by the public response to the controversy. “She’s had to call police several times about the security of her home,” he said, offering no details.

The attorney also said he’d heard from a Minnesota man whose 23-year-old daughter — a student teacher also named Kelly Altenburg — has been wrongly identified at some websites as the Cherry Hill educator.

“Her father said she’s receiving frequent calls from the media and the public, and he asked me to make it clear that she’s not part of this.”
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