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CAMDEN — Camden County has coordinated nearly $1 million of federal disaster relief for more than 30 local governments, school districts and other public agencies for damages from Tropical Storm Irene in August.

The Camden County Office of Emergency Management had submitted public assistance applications to the Federal Emergency Management Agency on behalf of the county, municipalities, other government agencies and health care providers. The county government received a separate $348,683 — more than 25 percent of the Camden County total.

County Freeholder Rodney Greco, liaison to the Camden County Department of Public Safety, said almost $1 million was awarded to other agencies for storm-related expenses.

Those reimbursements cover public safety and public works costs for personnel, equipment, fuel and contractors as well as road, bridge and public utility repairs.

Greco said he expects to receive confirmation of additional reimbursements in the near future to boost the total even higher.

“The FEMA funds are a great benefit to municipalities faced with emergency expenditures for which they had not budgeted,” Greco said. “This application and the compensation would not have happened and would not have been successful if strong partnerships were not in place among all levels of government.”

Cherry Hill has received $208,679, the largest reimbursement of any municipality in the county. The money is being shared between the local government, the fire department and the public schools for expenses like debris removal, structural repairs and emergency protective measures.

He said the county is using $235,162 to cover salaries and overtime for employees of its public safety and public works departments and $113,476 toward labor, equipment and dam repairs for the parks department.

County spokesman Dan Keashen said minor repairs were needed at Evans Pond, Hopkins Lake, New Brooklyn and Atco Lake dams.

The state has received more than $10 million in FEMA disaster assistance for public agencies and more than $166 million in federal assistance to individuals, households and communities devastated by Irene, whose storm category dropped from a hurricane to a tropical storm as it passed just off the Jersey Shore on its way up the East Coast. It was the costliest storm in state history.

Two weeks before Irene, severe storms and flooding struck Cumberland, Gloucester and Salem counties. That damage coupled with damage from Irene resulted in a presidential disaster declaration on Sept. 15.
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