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CHERRY HILL — A smattering of voters across the tri-county area Saturday approved fire district spending plans that include slight tax increases in Cherry Hill and Washington Township.

With low voter turnout that has become customary for the annual fire elections, voters approved budgets and elected commissioners in some of the area’s largest fire districts. Budget plans in Cherry Hill, Mount Laurel and Washington Township were all approved.

In all, 30 towns held elections Saturday in Burlington, Camden and Gloucester counties. With low turnout and little opposition, spending plans were approved in most cases.

Election results for all municipalities were not available Monday. Many are available on township websites.

In Cherry Hill, a $25 million spending plan was approved by a narrow 477-375 vote. The budget is slightly higher than 2011’s $24.8 million and comes with a slight tax rate increase.

According to the Cherry Hill Fire Commission, the average homeowner in the township will pay approximately $695 a year for fire and EMS services, an increase of about $3 a month.

Joseph Gilson and William Kelly were each elected as commissioners in Cherry Hill.

Voters in Mount Laurel overwhelmingly passed a $9.8 million fire budget by a 465-126 vote. The 2012 budget is an increase from last year’s $9.2 million budget.

Also in Mount Laurel, Richard Hamilton and David Ridenour were elected as commissioners.

In Washington Township, voters passed a $5.6 million budget for 2012. According to the township fire department, the budget will raise the fire district tax rate by 1.4 cents.

The rate for 2012 will be 20.6 cents per $100 of assessed valuation. A property assessed at $200,000 would pay an additional $28 per year.

Elsewhere, budgets in Lindenwold, Voorhees, Mount Holly, Moorestown Fire District 1 and Westville also were approved.

Voter turnout for fire district elections has traditionally hovered around 2 percent. There are 185 districts across the state.
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