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The responsibility of running Cherry Hill is now officially that of Chuck Cahn.

The 56-year-old was sworn in as Cherry Hill mayor Monday afternoon by retired Superior Court Judge Alan Rockoff, a longtime family friend.

Former mayor and former Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs Susan Bass Levin swore in council members N. John Amato and Sara Lipsett to begin new terms in office, while Freeholder Jeffrey Nash swore in Melinda Kane for her first term on the seven-member council.

The council members elected David Fleisher to serve as president and Lipsett as vice president for 2012.

Cahn pledged to be a full-time, hands-on mayor. His remarks reflected his commitment to giving back to the community and utilizing his 30 years of business experience.

“We will evaluate every program and every line item in the budget, just like you do at home and in your business, so that we cut costs and deliver the best services to everyone — from our young, hardworking families to our senior citizens,” said Cahn. “We will pay attention to the details and focus our energies on changing the status quo.”

He announced he would establish a business council to promote economic development and create jobs, a citizens cabinet to involve community residents, and that he would seek ways to make Cherry Hill greener and more sustainable.

In the spirit of the new year, Cahn offered a New Year’s Resolution. “We start the new year, a time of commitment to change, with a New Year’s resolution — to make government work as hard as you do.

“Let us take this opportunity to start anew,” Cahn said in concluding his remarks. “To seize the day. To keep dreaming and doing. So that together we build a brighter future for the people of Cherry Hill. I look forward to the journey with you by my side.”

Cahn replaces Bernie Platt, who was mayor for the last nine years but decided not to seek another term. Platt also was mayor from 1979 to 1981.

In Burlington County, Freeholder-Director Bruce D. Garganio pledged to pursue a fifth consecutive year of county tax reductions as well as cost-saving initiatives for municipalities and more job opportunities for residents.

In his State of the County message, he acknowledged that 2012 would carry with it “more challenges,” but at the same time “gives us reason to be optimistic.

“We have laid the groundwork for some positive initiatives, things that would benefit our municipalities and residents,” said Garganio.

He then outlined an agenda that included expanded opportunities for green energy savings for townss and schools, a move to cost-effective single-stream recycling, stronger efforts to connect businesses with job seekers, and the allocation of another $5 million in recreational grants to the towns.

His remarks came during the freeholders’ ceremonial reorganization meeting, which was held Monday. He was chosen to serve as freeholder-director of the five-member board for a third straight year.

Sworn in were Leah Arter of Moorestown and Joseph Howarth of Evesham to three-year terms. Arter and Howarth replace outgoing Freeholders Chris Brown of Evesham and Mary Anne Reinhart of Shamong.

Brown was elected to an Assembly seat in the 8th District. In addition, Surrogate George T. Kotch was sworn to a second five-year term.

The other members of the freeholder board include Joseph B. Donnelly of Cinnaminson, who was chosen to serve as deputy director, and Mary Ann O’Brien of Medford. All five freeholders formerly held local office in their towns.

Garganio, a union foreman carpenter by trade, also used the opportunity to call upon Burlington County residents to join with him in taking a stand against the 20 percent rate increase currently being sought by New Jersey American Water. He said the county website would soon include an online petition.

As director, Garganio has the responsibility of assigning freeholders as directors of individual departments.

He once again named himself as director of Administration and Natural Resources.

Donnelly was once again appointed director of Public Works and Veterans Services; Arter was appointed director of Education and Justice; Howarth was appointed director of Hospital and Medical Services and Election functions; and O’Brien will oversee Public Safety and Health & Human Services.
