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CHERRY HILL — With Bernie Platt about to ride off into the sunset — after more than 40 years of service to Cherry Hill — local politicos paused recently to ponder the affable mayor’s career.

Councilman John Amato said he believes Platt “has done a lot for the township. But in my 28 years on council it’s always seemed like we’ve had a part-time mayor. That was the only problem I saw with Bernie. That he wasn’t there all the time.

“With 71,000 people in town, Cherry Hill needs a full-time mayor,” Amato said. “(Mayor-elect) Chuck Cahn has said he will be on hand 24/7 and be in Town Hall all day.

“But having said that,” added Amato, “I could never understand why (Platt) was always blasted for going on vacation. He was always in touch when he was away. But it always seemed like all heck broke loose. People are entitled to a vacation.”

Cahn, who will be sworn in as mayor Jan. 2, said he has known Platt for more than 20 years and praised his predecessor’s management of the township.

“He’s been a tremendous leader, bringing Cherry Hill through very difficult times. He’s had to make some tough decisions, and when you do that you’re not going to make everyone happy,” Cahn said.

“He’s always cooperated with the county freeholders, which was a help to Cherry Hill. He supported the county and the county supported him.”

Freeholder Jeffrey Nash, a Cherry Hill resident, recalled the personal backing he’s received from Platt over the years — not as a politician, but as the director of a funeral home.

“I’m forever grateful for what’s done for me and my family. When family members pass away he not only deals with the logistics, but he’s there for you with the emotional support. I imagine he’s done that thousands of times over the years.

“I count on him not only as a colleague, but as a true friend. When you’re dealing with Bernie you know he cares.”

Cherry Hill GOP Chairman Rich Ambrosino said he would have liked to have seen Platt take some different directions during his tenure, but admitted that the soon-to-be former mayor was saddled with a lot of problems when he first took office.

 “He came in with a lot of debt and when the economy went south, I know it was very difficult for him,” Ambrosino said. “He had quite the balancing act in trying to keep the taxpayers at bay.

“On balance I thought he did a good job. As for his fiscal decisions and policy I’d give him a B. But on political will, I’d have to give him a D.”

“We’d hoped he would be more transparent with some of the processes, and some of the reforms we had been championing he didn’t act on. But that’s because he wasn’t going to stand up to his party. As big and diverse as Cherry Hill is, being mayor is far from an easy job. And he handled it the best he could.”

When Platt announed he would not seek another term, Alene Ammond, his GOP opponent in the 2002 mayoral race, reacted with personal praise and a political putdown.

“Bernie has always been gracious to me,” she said, before describing him as a “figurehead” for Camden County’s powerful Democratic organization. “Bernie’s not a bad person — it’s the people behind him,” she said.

Republican Stephen Buividas, Cahn’s opponent in the November elections, was a bit more gracious when talking about Platt.

“He served the community for so many years and we all should thank him for that,” Buividas said. “Some things didn’t work out (while Platt was mayor), but I’m sure he always had good intentions for the town.

“He’s a good man and I wish him well.”
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