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CHERRY HILL — Township police are warning Honda owners after a rash of thefts involving older models of those vehicles.

“We’ve had a bunch taken away,” said Cherry Hill Police Lt. Bill Kushina, who noted six Hondas have been reported stolen here since Nov. 4. “There have been four (thefts) in the last two weeks,” said Kushina, who said the cars are apparently being taken for their parts.

Separately, authorities have indicted two more people in connection with the alleged theft of catalytic converters worth more than $100,000 from parked vehicles in South Jersey and elsewhere. That ring allegedly hit more than 100 vehicles between January and early August, according to the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Philadelphia.

In Cherry Hill, Kushina said all but one of the missing vehicles have been Honda Civics or Accords from the 1991 through 1996 model years. Most of the cars were targeted at the Cherry Hill Mall.

“They’re apparently very easy to steal,” Kushina said of the older Hondas. He noted Philadelphia police, in a separate case, this week announced the arrests of two men who allegedly stole about 100 Hondas.

Cherry Hill police have recovered only two of the missing vehicles. Both were found in Camden, stripped of parts, said Kushina, who urged vehicle owners to use anti-theft devices.

In the catalytic converter case, federal authorities allege a three-member ring operated here and in Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland.

Two Delaware residents — Kelly Ann Lock, 34, of Wilmington and Bryan Neide, 31, of Claymont — face charges under an indictment returned last week, says the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Philadelphia. They are accused of interstate transportation of stolen property and other offenses. Similar charges were filed last month against a Wilmington man, James “Cat Man Jim” Sepulveda.

The three are accused of taking converters from vehicles parked overnight at company parking lots and at park-and-ride lots. The indictment lists six incidents where ring members allegedly took converters worth $1,500 to more than $6,000.

The biggest theft occurred June 17 outside a Cinnaminson firm, Delva Tool and Machine Corp. on Industrial Highway. Converters worth about $6,600 were taken from vehicles outside the Industrial Highway business.

The converters were primarily taken from employees’ private vehicles.

Converters typically contain platinum, palladium or rhodium — high-priced metals that are a catalyst for a chemical reaction that lessens the pollution in exhaust fumes. But the metals also have value as scrap, and thieves can get $75 to $250 per converter, police say.

The cost to the victim can be much higher, with repair costs often rising well above $500. Authorities say a thief with a battery-powered saw can remove a 10- to 18-inch converter in minutes.

Authorities alleged the converters were sold to IntraGalactic Metal Recyclers LLC, a scrap yard in Philadelphia. No charges have been brought against IntraGalactic.

The suspects allegedly used cash from converter sales to buy heroin, federal officials said.
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