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CHERRY HILL — Following what could have been the quickest Town Council meeting — less than 10 minutes — township officials and residents Wednesday night celebrated the 50th anniversary of Cherry Hill’s first gathering of council.

It was on Nov. 7, 1961, that the residents of what was then Delaware Township voted to change the name of the town to Cherry Hill. One month later, on the 20th anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor, then-Mayor Chris “Chinny” Weber and members of council signed the town’s first ordinance.

Wednesday’s festivities in the auditorium at Cherry Hill High School West included musical performances by students from the township’s 12 elementary schools, a look back at the history of the township, and the sealing of a time capsule that will be opened in 50 years.

On hand was former mayor John Rocco (1975-77), the last Republican to run town hall. Rocco recalled the time of the name change.

“It was a very positive time for the township. The name Cherry Hill enhanced the position of the town in the state,” he said.

Mayor Bernie Platt also recognized relatives of former mayors John Gilmour, Maria Barnaby Greenwald and Howard Gall, who were part of the crowd that numbered about 450.

After a performance of “The Lion Sleeps Tonight” — the No. 1 song in 1961 — by the All Cherry Hill Chorus, Platt told the singers, “I hope that all your children are still here in Cherry Hill to celebrate again in 50 years.”

The time capsule, which will be on display in the mayor’s office, contains a number of items relevant to the current times, said Lisa Mangiafico, co-author of “Cherry Hill: A Brief History” and a member of the 50th Anniversary Committee.

“There are menus from local restaurants, advertisements from local business owners and yearbooks from the high schools,” Mangiafico said. “Plus, there are photographs of streetscapes that we know will change in 50 years.”
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