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CHERRY HILL — A monthlong investigation revealed Friday night that the Exxon gas station on Route 70 at Springdale Road was providing customers a variety of ways to get fuel.

The regular unleaded gas was available, of course. But as officers from the Special Investigations Squad discovered during a raid of the station, one could also fill up on synthetic marijuana, real marijuana, cocaine and oxycodone pills.

Two men were arrested during the evening drug bust: owner Ahsan Azhar of Mount Laurel and store manager Kelly Robinson of Oaklyn. Each was charged with four counts of possession of a controlled dangerous substance, four counts of possession with the intent to distribute, and four counts of possession with intent to distribute in a school zone.

Camden County College has a campus directly across Route 70.

Lt. William Kushina, Cherry Hill’s Investigative Unit Commander, said Friday his office had received complaints from local parents whose children had bought the synthetic marijuana at the station. Often referred to and marketed as “herbal incense,” synthetic marijuana is a mixture of legal herbs that are laced with cannabinoids, such as THC, the agent found naturally in cannabis.

“The kids thought it was legal,” Kushina said. “But the parents were like, ‘No it’s not.’ So we followed up on it.”

Undercover Cherry Hill detectives made three purchases of synthetic marijuana at the station over the last month, Kushina said.

“We paid $25 for a package that contained four grams of the substance. Two of the packages were labeled ‘Sonic,’ the other one was called ‘Magic.’ They were tested and proved positive for containing the illegal synthetic cannabinoids.”

The coordinated raid was supposed to begin about 6:30 p.m. Friday, but didn’t until closer to 7 p.m., mostly because there were too many customers at the station.

While waiting, Kushina said the police were hoping to arrest the two drug dealers.

“But it depends on who else is there,” he said. “We’ll check out everybody and pat them down and see if they have anything on them.

 “We like to make our (undercover) buys and then we write up an arrest warrant on that person. So then when we go in that person is automatically arrested because we bought drugs from that person. Others who are involved or in possession will also be arrested.”

“We’re ready to go,” a voice from Kushina’s radio said at 6:56 p.m. Three minutes later the same voice said, “Come on in.”

Kushina pulled his car to block one of two entrances from Route 70.

Right behind Kushina were four marked patrol cars and two others unmarked. Four uniformed officers and three plain clothes detectives — two wearing ski masks to conceal their identities — rushed into the station’s store.

Robinson and Azhar were handcuffed almost immediately. Three teenagers, who had just pulled up to the store before Kushina arrived, were told to sit on the curb outside the store entrance.

A K-9 was brought into the store to search for drugs and hit the jackpot.

Twenty-six jars and 45 bags of synthetic marijuana were discovered, along with 2.6 ounces of powder cocaine, 1.2 ounces of regular marijuana, and 113 oxycodone pills. More than $10,000 in cash and a pistol, which turned out to be a BB gun, were also found.

Robinson and Azhar remained handcuffed and were guarded by two patrolmen as they stood on the west side of the store. The three teenagers were questioned separately by police and told to sit down.

The K-9 also sniffed the teens’ older model silver Buick, but found nothing.

“The kids were probably here to buy (drugs), I would imagine,” said Kushina. “But they didn’t have anything on them and they were cleared for any warrants. So they were released.”

Looking relieved, they drove off about 7:20 p.m.

Robinson was then searched by a police officer, put in a car and driven away. Azhar was searched and put into an unmarked car, which remained in front of the store.

As detectives continued to search the store, Kushina noted that Azhar had leased the station from Lehigh Valley (Pa.) Oil, a subsidiary of Exxon.

“We looked at the lease prior to this and it says (Ashar) needs to abide by all laws, rules and regulations,” said Kushina. “If not, the lease is automatically revoked. So it looks like they will revoke it.”

Inside the store, just above the rows of candy, gum and other snacks, a pile of money lay on the counter next to the cash register. Hundred dollar bills, 50s, 20s.

Small plastic bags, each containing a gram of cocaine were strewn next to the money. Next to the cigarette lighters, selling for $1.29, were the jars and packages of the synthetic marijuana. The real marijuana was discovered in a safe in the back office.

“Well, we got what we planned on getting here, and a lot more,” Kushina said. “The other drugs were just icing on the cake.”

A little before 8 p.m., Kushina headed back to police headquarters. “We also found that Azhar’s father owns the Exxon station at Route 70 and Marlkress Road,” he said. “I wouldn’t doubt that they’re doing the same thing (selling drugs) there. But that’s for another day.”

Azhar was released after posting a $100,000 bond. Robinson is in the Camden County Jail in default of $100,000 bail.

Both will attend a preliminary hearing Dec. 6 in Camden.

Mayor Bernie Platt said Saturday the arrests sent a strong message to those conducting illegal activity in the township.

“If you are stupid enough to be wrapped up in crime, our police department will find you, arrest you, and take you to jail. (Friday) was a good night for the good guys.”

