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CHERRY HILL — A press conference held Tuesday by the founder of the Regis Academy Charter School was billed as a gathering to “address the false allegations, slander and abuse suffered” by the controversial school.

However, Amir Khan and his supporters turned the auditorium at the Solid Rock Worship Center in the Ashland section into a pep rally for “innovation” and “school choice.”

“It boggles my mind that people resist flexibility and change,” said Dr. Therman Evans, a pastor from Linden, Union County, and former school board president of Washington, D.C. “Our resistance to innovation makes it difficult to reach everybody’s children. We should be embracing change and innovation,” said Evans.

His remarks were greeted with loud cheers and applause from a crowd of about 150 people. Most in the audience gave Khan a standing ovation when he was introduced.

Not everyone is a fan, however. Officials in Cherry Hill’s school district have said Regis Academy is not needed and that it will divert money from the existing public school system.

“I grew up here in Cherry Hill and one of the things we were taught was innovation,” Khan said in his remarks. “To go after your dream, to make a difference. It’s funny that the very thing we were taught is the very thing some in the district are fighting against.”

“Many people say we don’t need (the Academy) in high-performing districts. But I can tell you this. We offer school choice. The charter school law is intended to improve student learning and achievement. That’s the purpose of charters and that’s the purpose of Regis Academy right here in Cherry Hill.

Regis Academy received state approval Sept. 30 to open next fall as a K-4 school for students from Cherry Hill, Voorhees, Lawnside and Somerdale. Those districts, which opposed the approval, are to provide funding for local students expected to attend the school.

That includes $1.9 million from Cherry Hill — more than half of the cap space in the district’s budget — and about $727,500 from Voorhees. The Cherry Hill district has asked an appellate court to reverse the state’s approval.

Alan Erlich, a charter-school opponent who attended the press conference, said Khan’s arguments were unconvincing.

“Amir was avoiding the issues,” said the Cherry Hill resident. “It was very one-sided, and the people (Khan) had speaking really didn’t talk about the betterment of our school districts. Plus, the people Amir Khan brought into the press conference were not from Cherry Hill. All he’s done is hurt our school budget.”

