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CHERRY HILL — The 30-year-old Democratic freight train continued to chug through Cherry Hill Tuesday as voters elected Chuck Cahn for mayor and also gave the nod to Democrats to fill three vacant council seats.

Final results Tuesday night had Cahn beating Republican Stephen Buividas by a 9,149 to 6,073 margin, or by 58 to 42 percent.

“I think tonight marks a turning point in the township,” said Cahn, enjoying his victory with more than 200 supporters at the Holiday Inn on Route 70.

“This gives us a fresh start to running a government that is effective, efficient and compassionate. I’m very excited and the people here (at the hotel) are excited for the town.”

Township voters also favored incumbent council members John Amato and Sara Lipsett, as well as novice Melinda Kane by wide margins against their GOP opponents.

Cahn, a wealthy semiretired businessman, ran a campaign focusing on his business acumen, saying his biggest priority was to make sure the township is fiscally responsible.

The new mayor said his first order of business will be to take a close look at the township’s $64 million budget. “I need to evaluate every line item in the budget,” he said. “We need to maintain our current services and make sure the community gets what it deserves.”

A graduate of Cherry Hill High School East, Cahn built his father’s small office equipment company — a “precursor to the Staples of the world,” he has said — into a firm that employed more than 250 people. Cahn sold Stewart Industries in 2005 and is now a partner in CKS Real Estate Holdings, LLC, a regional investment company.

“The campaign has been incredibly exciting and rewarding,” said Kane, whose son was killed while serving in Afghanistan in 2010. “I can’t wait to start doing things instead of just talking about doing things. I’m looking forward to working with the veterans and seniors in our township.”

Buividas, an attorney who practices law in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, pledged during the race to focus on a balanced budget, look at reducing taxes, and work to bring more checks and balances to Cherry Hill government.

 “Thirty years is too long for any party to be in control,” Buividis said of the Democrat’s reign over the township.

After his defeat, the township native thanked his supporters and volunteers who worked on the campaign.

“We’ve started something great and want to continue moving in the right direction. We look forward to keeping the momentum going in future elections,” said Buividas.

“We turned over every stone during the campaign and I’m very proud of the work we put in,” Buividas remarked of his team, which included council candidates Ann Madden Tufano, Maria Heckendorn and Dolores Kelly.

Cahn has pledged that he will not accept the $73,000 annual mayoral salary, saying he doesn’t look at being mayor as a job. “To me this is about my love for the township,” he said. “This is about community service and I want to give back to the citizens of Cherry Hill.”

Cahn will succeed Bernie Platt, the township’s mayor since 2002, when he was elected to serve the final year of former Mayor Susan Bass Levin’s term.

Platt announced in April he would not seek re-election, saying at the time, “After discussions with my family and considering my obligations to my family, I’ve decided not to run.”

Platt, 77, won four year terms in 2003 and 2007. He also was Cherry Hill’s mayor from 1979 to 1980, deputy mayor from 1976 to 1979, and a councilman from 1980 to 1985.

Reach Joe Cooney at (856) 317-7830 or jcooney@gannett.com.
