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CHERRY HILL — Construction has begun again on an apartment complex on the site of an old apple orchard on Route 70, gobbling up the last large piece of open space along the state highway here.

The 13-acre site, located on the north side of Route 70 between Springdale and Old Orchard roads, will include 233 garden-style apartments in 18 buildings. Called “Dwell at Cherry Hill,” the complex will also have a clubhouse, a clock tower, a health club and swimming pool.

Concerns about contaminated soil and the possibility of increased traffic on the heavily traveled road have been addressed, said township spokesman Dan Keashen and Dave Benedetti, director of the township’s Department of Community Development.

“Because of the years of pesticide use at the orchard, they had to remediate the soil,” Keashen said. “But through a process of soil removal and soil blending, the toxins have been removed.”

Keashen also noted that the developer, The Klein Company of Philadelphia, and the township have received an all-clear for construction from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.

Benedetti said Klein will remove two existing median crossovers along Route 70 near the site.

“I don’t see the construction or the complex creating any substantial impact to traffic on Route 70 or in the area off the highway,” Benedetti said.

Rev. Peter Manzo, rector of St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church directly across Route 70 from the project, said Thursday he hasn’t heard of any complaints from neighbors.

“We haven’t even thought about (the development) in terms of any problems. We’re just thinking about all the new people we might get for our congregation,” he said with a laugh.

“This is the evolution of Cherry Hill,” said Keashen. “The township has become a destination place. People want to be here, living and doing business. That’s evidenced by the daily population swell to more than 250,000 people.”

Except for about a half-dozen small parcels that are vacant on Route 70 — and the large site of the former National Wholesale Liqudators at the intersection of Brace Road — the highway corridor is filled with strip malls, car dealerships, shopping centers and office buildings.

Klein is setting aside 15 percent of the proposed units as affordable housing for people of low and moderate income.

The developers first appeared before the township’s zoning board of adjustment in November 2006 seeking approval. Construction began briefly in 2007, but was halted.

“I can only theorize that (the stoppage) was economically driven,” Keashen said.

Several attempts to reach Clay Chandler, vice president of development for The Klein Company, were unsuccessful. Monthly rental rates for the apartments were not available.

This is the first phase of a planned three-year project. “This initial phase will include 4-5 buildings and the clubhouse,” said Benedetti.

He said the phase will be completed in about 6-9 months, and the entire complex within three years.

“The fact that (Klein) has decided to build now is significant,” said Conor Fennessy, vice president of government affairs for New Jersey’s Apartment Association.

“I”m sure Klein has done a study of the area, and that it has shown them there is a need, that they can fill those apartments,” said Fennessy.

According to the NJAA, there was a one percent increase in households renting this year in Camden and Gloucester counties, and 13 percent in Burlington County.

