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CHERRY HILL — The four-year-old zoning fight over a telecommunications tower in Cherry Hill came to a halt earlier this month after the state Supreme Court rebuffed the township’s effort to block tower construction.

And while township officials are “highly disappointed” in the court’s ruling, business managers in the area of the proposed tower are indifferent — if they were even aware of it at all.

T-Mobile plans to erect a 130-foot pole on United Storage property off the jughandle connecting westbound Route 70 and Kings Highway. Cherry Hill’s zoning board rejected the project in 2007 and 2009 because T-Mobile wanted to place the pole 65 feet from the roadway. The legal minimum for such a structure is 165 feet.

Municipal spokesman Dan Keashen said the ruling provides a de facto variance to T-Mobile allowing the company to construct the tower 65 feet from Route 70.

An appellate court in March said the township board’s decisions were based on mistaken concerns about safety and aesthetics. Ruling in favor of T-Mobile, the court called the safety issues “illusory,” because a town official acknowledged that — in case of collapse — the pole would fall downward and not into traffic.

Keashen said Mayor Bernie Platt is “absolutely disappointed in the Supreme Court’s Oct. 3 ruling and he still believes the zoning board made the right decision.

“The mayor has made it widely known that he doesn’t want anything to obstruct, undermine or compromise township neighborhoods,” Keashen said. “He feels the tower will pollute the landscape.”

Fred Berman, owner of Berman Jewelers on the east side of Route 70 across from the tower site, said he knew about the ongoing dispute, but it hasn’t been an issue for him or his business.

“I’m almost 70 years old, and I’m not fighting any battles,” said the jeweler. “Will I get to see it every day?” he asked, looking across the highway. “I don’t know. But I don’t mind.”

Others in the area said they weren’t aware of the pending construction. Randy D’Angelis, a general manager at United Storage, said last Tuesday he couldn’t comment on the dispute because he didn’t know anything about plans for the tower.

Attempts to reach United Storage owners were unsuccessful.

According to the township assessor’s office, the parcel of land United Storage occupies is owned by Bruce Goodman of Goodman Properties.

The real estate development and management firm is based in Jenkintown, Pa. Calls to Goodman were not returned.

The managers of Famous Dave’s barbecue restaurant and a Citibank branch, both next to the storage facility, also declined comment, saying they were unaware of the proposed tower.

“They never notified us,” said Lazaros Rassoulis, owner of Georgia’s Furs & Leathers, a couple hundred feet east of the jewelry store. “I knew nothing about (the tower).”

“I’m just wondering how many tax dollars were spent on legal fees during the four years,” Berman commented. “They (the township) spend money and get a bad result.”

But Keashen said in zoning board issues, attorneys are usually paid by the person or company making the application.

“And our township attorney, Sandy Zeller, filed our petition for certification to the (appellate) court on a pro-bono basis.”

“In Cherry Hill, we are in the process of preparing a construction schedule for our proposed site at Kings Highway and Marlton Pike West,” said an email statement from Zachary Farley, T-Mobile’s manager of external affairs, northeast region.

“We believe that our site, a pole which houses concealed antennas, strikes the optimal balance between the needs of wireless users and the needs of residents.”

Several calls to Farley were not returned.

It is unknown when tower construction will begin or how long it will take.

“Unfortunately, we’ve hit a wall,” Keashen said. “There’s nothing else we can do.”

