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· Victim dies from hit-run crash
CHERRY HILL — The small sedan nosed out of a long line of bumper-to-bumper westbound traffic on Route 70 and inched out into the right shoulder.

With a wide-open lane ahead of it, the car slipped past Friday’s midday congestion in Cherry Hill, drove through the intersection with Ranoldo Terrace and continued over the red paint markings where a 25-year-old woman was struck and critically injured by a hit-and-run motorist speeding by on the same shoulder Thursday.

The car went on for another 200 yards and ultimately turned right into a small shopping plaza.

A Cherry Hill officer preparing to pass out fliers with details of the hit-and-run car shook his head in disgust.

With traffic sometimes backed up from one intersection to the next along the bustling roadway, police says drivers like the one who struck Binh Tsan of Runnemede all too often use the shoulder as a way to get around congestion.

“We’re out there a lot. We have issued summons out there for passing in the shoulder but that doesn’t stop them,” said Cherry Hill Police Lt. William Kushina.

“They don’t want to sit there for a whole cycle of the lights so they will just sneak out in the shoulder.”

Kushina said motorists who drive along that stretch of the shoulder alongside Ranoldo Terrace and across from the Barclay Farms Shopping Center are breaking the law, as the shoulder is marked with a solid white line and is not a turn lane. It is also illegal to pass traffic in the shoulder.

Police don’t know why the driver of the silver or gold sedan — believed to be either a Pontiac Grand Am or Grand Prix — that struck Tsan Thursday was driving in the shoulder.

With traffic stopped from congestion, Tsan and her boyfriend Michael Medina, 25, also of Runnemede, were crossing back over the split, two-lane highway after having lunch at the Barclay Farms Shopping Center. The pair crossed the eastbound lane and the grass median and were just feet from safety on the westbound shoulder when the car struck Tsan and continued on out of sight on the shoulder.

 “(Tsan) had both lanes of traffic stopped,” Kushina said. “She thought she was golden but then (the car) came zipping down the shoulder.”

Tsan remained in critical condition at Cooper University Hospital in Camden Friday.

Alan Fox, owner of Euro Tech, a nearby auto body shop, said that with no crosswalk at Ranoldo Terrace, pedestrians often dart across the road rather than making the long hike to the nearest marked intersections, at Chelton Parkway and Covered Bridge Road.

“You are not going to walk a quarter-mile out of the way,” he said.

Fox said he has also seen many motorists use the shoulder outside his shop as an extended turn lane, but none like the hit-and-run vehicle Thursday.

“This guy was using it as his own personal lane,” said Fox, who estimates the car was traveling about 40 mph.

After the crash, Fox attempted to chase the car down on foot but wasn’t able to make out the license plate.

“(The throttle) was wide open,” Fox said. “And that’s an expert’s opinion.”

Expanding their search for the driver, Cherry Hill police returned to the crash scene Friday with hundreds of fliers describing the car. With traffic backing up for miles behind them, Cherry Hill officers stopped each vehicle and handed out fliers for nearly an hour.

“We’re trying to do a full-court press to find this car as soon as possible,” Kushina said.

Police are asking anyone with information about the vehicle to contact the Cherry Hill Police Department Traffic Safety Unit at (856) 488-7820.
