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CHERRY HILL — The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development announced this week the township will receive more than $400,000 in funding as part of HUD's Community Development Block Grant program.

Cherry Hill spokesman Dan Keashen said the funds will be used for a number of services and programs the township would not otherwise be able to provide.

"In addition to utilizing these funds for rehabbing and maintaining low and moderate affordable housing, the money is also used to subsidize services for seniors," Keashen said.

The township owns 36 affordable living units under the ARHAT program, or Affordable Renting Housing at Tavistock. Thirty-five of the 36 are currently occupied.

The program was initiated by the township housing agency in the Tavistock section several years ago, but Keashen said the units are now located throughout Cherry Hill.

"We don't provide subsidies to anyone living in the units," Keashen noted.

"The unit is provided at cost and has a deed restriction on it which keeps rent at a lower level."

A portion of the HUD grant will also be used to provide busing for seniors and pay for the township's "Handy Helper" program. Under this initiative, seniors may apply for funding that would pay a contractor to take care of small repair or painting jobs needed in their homes, Keashen said.

According to HUD, annual CDBG funds are distributed to communities based on a statutory formula determined by a community's population, poverty, age of its housing stock, and extent of overcrowded housing.

HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan said the nation's CDBG funding was reduced by more than $600 million this fiscal year (July 1 to June 30) in accordance "with the challenges of our nation's deficits."

Keashen said this year's grant from the township was well below the funding from last year, which totaled more than $500,000.

"It's still a great example of federal government working directly with a local government to facilitate services," he said. "And these projects are extremely valuable to our residents."
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