

Merchantville group OK'd to study merger

9:59 AM, Aug. 19, 2011 
CHERRY HILL — The state's Department of Community Affairs' Local Finance Board approved an application Thursday from a grass-roots group in Merchantville to form a Municipal Consolidation Study Commission with Cherry Hill.

In June, the Merchantville Council voted to endorse the application, which had already been endorsed by Cherry Hill. Three public hearings were then held in both towns in July, according to state guidelines.

Once the Municipal Study Commission is formed, it will begin reviewing the proposed merger. It is expected the process could take between one and three years to produce a report and recommendations, according to the grass-roots group that calls itself Merchantville Connecting for the Future.

Neither Cherry Hill nor Merchantville officials could be reached for comment Thursday night.

