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Mayor Bernie Platt announced the Cherry Hill Library has partnered with RecycleBank -- the agency that provides township residents financial incentives for recycling -- for a new "bookmark" initiative.

"Beginning next Monday," Platt said, "every time a resident borrows a book from the public library, he or she will receive a special bookmark with a promotional code redeemable online for 15 bonus RecycleBank rewards points."

Residents already receive rewards points each week, depending on how much recyclable material they put in their blue bins on trash day.

Residents then go online to RecycleBank.com to redeem those points and "shop" for coupons that provide discounts in a number of categories ranging from apparel to restaurants.

Over the course of a year, an average household can earn up to $200 worth of RecycleBank rewards, "a real value for families," Platt said Wednesday.

Katie Hardesty, director of public relations and special events at the library, said Wednesday the initiative fits with the library's "green" philosophy.

"RecycleBank has been in town for a while so that's not new. But we always want to remind people that it is here and that they should recycle. And I've always believed that a library is one of the greenest institutions in town.

"We're always recycling books and newspapers," she added, "so it makes sense that we're tying this in with RecycleBank."

Hardesty noted there will be 2,500 bookmarks that will be distributed and/or expire on Oct. 31. And she thinks they'll go fast.

"Summertime is very busy with so many kids reading and folks grabbing books for beach reading. I don't expect these bookmarks to last more than a week or more."

"For the past three years," said Platt, "RecycleBank has been a tremendous asset for the township, providing incentives for resident recycling that have helped boost our trash-diversion rates to among the highest in the state."

Cherry Hill recycles about 65 percent of its municipal solid waste, compared with a statewide average for municipalities of about 37 percent, said township spokesman Dan Keashen.

RecycleBank spokesman Joe Figliola said the bookmark initiative is a natural evolution of the existing RecycleBank program.

"We also want to reward people for their everyday green behavior. This is our way of acknowledging the residents using the library and re-using books and papers."
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