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The school board approved a resolution Tuesday to name Maureen Reusche interim superintendent of the Cherry Hill district, effective Friday, pending a decision from the state Department of Education on Reusche's proposed superintendent contract.

Reusche's salary under the interim contract is $177,500, the maximum allowed under new state superintendent cap regulations. That includes a maximum $175,000 to serve a district of more than 6,501 students, plus an additional $2,500 for a district with at least one high school.

The state education commissioner has the option to waive the $175,000 maximum salary for superintendents in districts with 10,000 students or more -- including Cherry Hill, which has nearly 12,000 students.

While the school board is not divulging details of the proposed five-year contract for Reusche pending state approval, a waiver request would necessitate a state review.

The board appointed Reusche in April to replace David Campbell, who retires today after five years in the district.

Reusche, of Media, Pa., earns $167,200 as assistant superintendent for curriculum and instruction. Her successor in that position, Sewell resident Marianne Gaffney, was approved by the board Tuesday and will begin work in the district on or around Aug. 15, at a pro-rated salary of $160,000.

Gaffney joins the district after serving as director of curriculum and instruction at Wall Township public schools. She has also been a principal, assistant principal and middle school teacher in South Jersey.

Gaffney's background includes a bachelor's degree in secondary education from SUNY Oswego, a master's in educational leadership from Rowan University and a doctorate from Seton Hall University's College of Education and Human Services.

Also Tuesday, the school board extended a contract for Donean Chinn-Parker to continue serving as acting assistant principal at Carusi Middle School through July 31. Her pro-rated salary is $102,500.

Chinn-Parker replaced Shilpa Dalal, who has been serving as acting principal at Clara Barton Elementary School and is the new principal at Horace Mann Elementary.

The district is conducting a search for a permanent assistant principal at Carusi.
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