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CHERRY HILL — The Cherry Hill school board cannot approve a contract for incoming Superintendent Maureen Reusche this evening because the state Department of Education is still reviewing it.

"It's just the process. We hope to hear back soon," school board President Seth Klukoff said.

All superintendent contracts are subject to review by executive county superintendents, a procedure set in place under Gov. Jon S. Corzine. Under new procedures that are part of Gov. Chris Christie's ongoing crackdown on rising government salaries, some superintendent contracts are also subject to state scrutiny.

For example, if a district is seeking a waiver to the superintendent salary cap now in effect, that would trigger a state review.

Klukoff would not comment on terms of Reusche's proposed five-year contract, but noted there is a contingency plan if it is rejected by Acting Education Commissioner Christopher Cerf.

Until Cerf issues his ruling, Reusche -- now assistant superintendent for curriculum and instruction -- will continue under her current contract, which pays her $167,200 annually.

However, the board expects to name her acting superintendent this evening.

Under the new guidelines, the maximum salary for a superintendent in a district of Cherry Hill's size -- nearly 12,000 students -- is $175,000, plus $2,500 additional for districts with at least one high school.

Cerf can waive that maximum in districts with 10,000 students or more.

Reusche, who joined the district in April 2007, will succeed David Campbell, who retires Thursday after five years in Cherry Hill.
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