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CHERRY HILL — A reconstruction project off Kresson Road and Route 561 at the Cherry Hill-Haddonfield border has at least one business owner worried about his livelihood.

Mario DelMonte, owner of Kress Wines at the intersection of Kresson and 561, says he has already seen his business decline because of traffic backups. He worries about the near future.

"People want to have convenience to get where they are going," DelMonte said. "And this project is inconvenient. Our business rush is from 4 to 7 p.m., when people are coming home and want to get a bottle of wine for dinner.

"With the backups, however, and with no way for customers to turn into our driveway off Haddonfield-Berlin Road (561), business will be hampered absolutely."

According to the Camden County Department of Public Works, the $2.3 million project will include installation of a traffic signal, repaving of intersection approaches and the construction of new turning lanes. Completion is expected in January.

Haddonfield Commissioner of Public Safety Ed Borden said the borough has been working with the county for nearly a decade to ease congestion in the area.

"We commissioned a study from a consulting firm with a state grant to look at areas in town in need of traffic-calming efforts," Borden said. "The area of Potter Street/Ellis Street and Kresson was identified as an area of high speed, high volume and a high number of accidents.

"This will certainly be a great inconvenience for a lot of people," Borden cautioned. "But we're satisfied that when the project is completed, the safety and appearance of that whole area will be greatly improved."

County officials said while both Kresson and 561 will be open for the duration of the project, lane restrictions will be in place and delays are expected.

Concerns were raised Thursday at a town hall meeting of about 75 Haddonfield residents, Borden said.

"There were a lot of questions about the schedule of the project and the specific things that will be done at certain points. People do have concerns, but overall it went very well.

"There were a number of positive comments on the project."

Ed Battaglia, chef of the newly opened Ralic's Steakhouse on Haddon Avenue, said he didn't know what to expect with all the traffic passing his restaurant because of the detour.

"It could cause a problem if people take another detour and don't see our store," Battaglia said as he looked at the line of cars crawling along Haddon Avenue.

"But at the same time, they're sitting there right in front of the restaurant looking at us. So we'll see. So far, so good."

"We understand that detours and traffic delays are an annoyance, and will work to keep the roads as passable as possible," said Freeholder Ian Leonard, liaison to the Camden County Department of Public Works.

"We appreciate motorists' patience and caution while we make these improvements."

During the first phase of the project, Potter Street will be closed to traffic, with drivers funneled onto Ellis Street. Ellis turns into Haddon Avenue at the entrance to Haddonfield.

Contrary to previous reports, Ellis Street will not be closed during the second phase, after the Potter Street renovation is completed, said Todd Day, the borough engineer with Remington and Vernick Engineers.

"Ellis Street will never be closed completely," Day noted. "There's enough room there so we can flip traffic from one side to the other."

Cherry Hill Mayor Bernie Platt believes the county's reinvestment in the intersection will be good for both towns, spokesman Dan Keashen said.

But DelMonte is not so optimistic.

"It's the nature of human beings," he lamented. "Are you going to drive somewhere where you know there is a backup? No.

"Hopefully, in the end it will help business. But in the meantime, we've got to buckle our skates and hold on for the ride."
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