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Four South Jersey high schools have made it onto Newsweek magazine's 2011 list of top high schools in the nation.

Haddonfield Memorial High School is ranked 125, Cherry Hill High School East is 226, Moorestown High School follows at 265 and Cherry Hill West is ranked 402 on a list that includes the nation's top 500 high schools, according to Newsweek's criteria.

To be considered for the honor, schools had to complete a survey requesting specific data from the 2009-10 academic year. More than 1,100 public schools were assessed to produce the list, but not all schools participate. There are about 27,000 public high schools in the nation.

Last year, for example, Moorestown did not appear on the list. This year, other high-achieving local schools such as Eastern Regional and the Lenape Regional high schools are not there. Participation is voluntary and costs nothing, but requires a lot of data to be filed within a short window of time.

This year's compilation marks a departure from previous scoring, which had focused on one metric -- Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate or Cambridge tests taken by a school's graduating seniors -- since Newsweek began the list more than a decade ago.

The new rankings are based on six components -- graduation rate, immediate college matriculation rate and AP/IB/Cambridge tests taken per graduating senior, plus average SAT/ACT scores, average AP/IB/Cambridge scores and AP/IB/Cambridge courses offered per graduate.

"Rather than focus, as in the past, on one metric, we consulted a group of experts . . . to develop a yardstick that fully reflects a school's success turning out college-ready (and life-ready) students," Newsweek explained in introducing the new list, on newsstands in the June 20 issue.

The list is also smaller this year; last year, 1,623 schools were included. With the different scoring metrics, Haddonfield was ranked 1,022, Cherry Hill West was 1,441 and Cherry Hill East was number 1,559 in 2010.

Cherry Hill West Principal Joseph Meloche said he thinks the new criteria are good for his school. "It's more representative of what we've done as an educational community," he said.

The advanced test and course data measure how far schools challenge their students with college-level examinations and how much of a college-level curriculum they offer.

In South Jersey, the advanced test data centers on the Advanced Placement program. Cherry Hill West was the first and only public high school in South Jersey offering IB tests in recent years, but the IB program was discontinued at the school in 2008.
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