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Four additional towns have signed onto a landmark cooperative-purchasing alliance aimed at driving down the cost of municipal trash disposal.

Cherry Hill officials announced Saturday that Collingswood, Haddon Township, Somerdale and Winslow had joined Merchantville, Gloucester Township and Voorhees in the joint venture.

Officials called it the largest such pact in South Jersey and among the largest in the state. Together, the municipalities span roughly 122 square miles, and serve 245,000 residents and 87,000 households.

That's more than half the total land area of Camden County, and nearly half the county's population, said township spokesman Dan Keashen.

Cherry Hill currently spends about $1.3 million to dispose of nearly 23,000 tons of solid waste. Mayor Bernie Platt estimates the township could reduce that number by up to $250,000. Officials hope to begin realizing that savings this summer.

Somerdale Mayor Gary Passanante says he's been a big proponent of shared services.

"I don't know for sure how much we'll save, but right now we're spending about $65 per ton of trash for disposal," he said. "I've been hearing new numbers could be in the mid-$50 range. That would be a substantial reduction."

Merchantville Mayor Frank North has said he appreciated his "little guy of a town" being invited to participate in the venture.

"In today's economy, towns have to work together and look for ways to save money," North said.

Officials in Cherry Hill have said the trash initiative is a companion effort to a 2010 deal involving Cherry Hill, Merchantville and Gloucester Township that slashed the cost of trash collection by approximately $2 million for Cherry Hill alone.

Gloucester Township Mayor David Mayer welcomed the latest news.

"I think it shows that geographic boundaries don't exist anymore when your goal is to reduce the burden of property taxes," he said. "As mayors we need to look to innovative methods to reduce that burden. It's good to see other communities sharing that interest."

"We're bringing a lot of business to the table," Platt said, "and vendors know they need to cut our costs or they'll lose that business."

The towns will begin seeking bids for a new disposal contract in the coming weeks.
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