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CHERRY HILL — The school board has chosen the district's next superintendent from within its own ranks.

Board President Seth Klukoff announced Tuesday that the board has selected Maureen Reusche to succeed David Campbell, who is retiring on June 30.

Reusche has served as an assistant superintendent in the district since April 2007, supervising the offices of curriculum, assessment and research, special education and student services.

"We are confident that Dr. Reusche is the right superintendent for today and for years to come," Klukoff said.

"Having had the privilege of working closely with Maureen . . . the board is greatly impressed with her mix of strategic vision for our schools, her ability to work successfully with many different groups in our community, and her tireless commitment to improving the quality of education for all our kids."

Reusche said it's a privilege to take on her new position. "I embrace the opportunity. I welcome the challenges that we will all be facing. For right now, I'm going to enjoy the moment," Reusche said.

Campbell called Reusche a "first-round draft pick." He said he had known Reusche for many years in Pennsylvania before they both came to Cherry Hill and was instrumental in bringing her to the district.

"It eases my own transition to know the district is in excellent hands. You know what you're getting and you're getting what the district needs."

Reusche's appointment will not become final until after school elections and next month's reorganization meeting. The new school board will vote on the recommendation.

She would begin her new job on July 1 at a salary that has not been decided yet, district spokeswoman Susan Bastnagel said. Other terms of the contract, including its length, must also be worked out.

The Media, Pa., resident earns $167,200 in her current post. She took a pay freeze for the 2010-11 school year.

Under new state guidelines, the maximum salary for a superintendent in a district of Cherry Hill's size -- nearly 12,000 students -- is $175,000. The state education commissioner has the option to waive that maximum in districts with 10,000 students or more.

Superintendents will also be paid an additional $2,500 if their district includes a high school, bringing Reusche's maximum to $177,500 unless waived by the commissioner.

Campbell is earning $277,392 this year, the same as in 2009-10.

Reusche was selected following a search that began in October and included stakeholder focus groups to pinpoint the qualities community members wanted in the next superintendent.

From an initial pool of 19 applicants, the board selected seven semifinalists in January and narrowed the field to two finalists who were interviewed by stakeholders last month. The other finalist was a superintendent in another New Jersey district, said Bastnagel, who declined to give a name.

Before coming to Cherry Hill, Reusche served as an assistant superintendent and before that a director of curriculum and technology in Radnor, Pa., where she also was an elementary school principal. She began her career as a teacher for the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.

She holds an Ed.D. in educational administration from Widener University, an M.Ed. from Rosemont College and a B.S. in education from Villanova University.
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