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CHERRY HILL — Charles "Chuck" Cahn, tapped Saturday by the township's Democratic Committee as their mayoral candidate to succeed Bernie Platt, worked as the head of security for singer Bruce Springsteen while attending Rutgers University.

"So I think it's fitting that my favorite song is "Born to Run,' " the township native said with a laugh during an interview Saturday afternoon.

The 56-year-old political newcomer is a semiretired former businessman who ran an office equipment company started by his father. Stewart Industries, based in Haddonfield, was sold in 2004 but Cahn remained with the firm for two more years to oversee the transition.
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He is currently a partner in CKS Real Estate Holdings, LLC, a regional real estate investment company.

The 1973 graduate of Cherry Hill High School East, where he played football, says he realizes he's a political novice, but that his business acumen will help him if elected.

"My biggest priority is to make sure that the township is fiscally responsible. I have the background, and I know how to run a business. I'll learn the (political) ropes as I go along."

Cahn said he is passionate about making the township "an even greater place to live," and that he's been involved with several community organizations over the years.

"I think it's very important to give back to the community," said Cahn, who served as vice president of the Board of Directors of the Jewish Community Center from 1990-2009.

He recently joined the board of the Cooper Foundation, the philanthropic arm of Cooper University Hospital. His longtime friend, former township mayor Susan Bass Levin, is the foundation's president and CEO.

Cahn is also said to be well connected with Democratic powerhouse George H. Norcross III, chairman of the Cooper Hospital board.

"I think Chuck will be a great mayor for Cherry Hill," Levin said Saturday. "He knows how important the bottom line is (fiscally)."

Jim Banner, chairman of the Democratic Committee and a two-year councilman, said he's only known Cahn for a short while.

"He's big in stature, but he opens up and has a warm heart. His roots are here, he has a passion for this town, and you can see that in him after talking to him for five minutes. He's always been willing to give back to the where he lives, and I think that's a great quality in a candidate."

Banner said that at Saturday morning's committee meeting, council members John Amato and Sara Lipsett were nominated for re-election, and that township resident Melinda Kane was selected to run for the council seat held by Dennis Garbowski, who is stepping down in November.

Kane's son, Marine Lance Cpl. Jeremy Kane, was killed in action in Afghanistan in January 2010, just 18 months after her husband died.

Banner said of candidate Kane, a teacher at Triton High School in Blackwood, "I think after what she's been through over the last couple years, it's very admirable for her to want to serve her community."

The township GOP committee announced Friday that their candidate for mayor is lawyer Stephen Buividas.

Buividas, 42, who is a former assistant city attorney in Camden and now has a law practice in the township, is also a political newcomer.

Cahn would not talk about any specific issues Saturday, saying he is working on putting his campaign strategies together.

"I know the town," the candidate said. "But I need to go out there and get to know the people -- their issues and concerns.

"I'm going to enjoy the challenge (of the mayoral race), and I'm really looking forward to it."
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