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CHERRY HILL — The township will ask the state Supreme Court to weigh in on a four-year-old zoning fight over a telecommunications tower, according to a municipal spokesman.

T-Mobile, a wireless communications firm, last week won an appellate court's approval to erect a 130-foot pole with nine antennas off a jughandle connecting westbound Route 70 with Kings Highway.

But municipal spokesman Dan Keashen said the dispute "is not a settled issue."

He said Mayor Bernie Platt "feels the zoning board made the best decision possible for the residents of Cherry Hill when they ruled against the cell phone tower application."

The zoning board twice rejected the project, in May 2007 and February 2009, because the pole would be 65 feet from the roadway. The legal minimum is 165 feet.

An administrative law judge upheld the board each time.

But an appellate court on Thursday said the board's decisions were based on mistaken concerns about safety and aesthetics. It called safety issues "illusory" because a town official acknowledged that, in case of a collapse, the pole would fall downward and not into traffic.

It also said the site favored by T-Mobile -- on the property's left rear corner, behind a three-story storage facility and other buildings -- would not be highly visible to passers-by. It said the tower would be more prominent in the only spot allowed under zoning rules -- in a parking lot off Route 70.

Gregory Czura, a T-Mobile lawyer, declined to comment.
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