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The Cherry Hill school board will hold a public hearing and vote on adoption of a 2011-12 budget 7 tonight in the Malberg Administration Building all-purpose room, 45 Ranoldo Terrace. A public budget forum for parents will be held April 13, 7 to 8:30 p.m., at Rosa International Middle School, 485 Browning Lane.
The school board will hold a public hearing tonight on the district's proposed $167.3 million budget for 2011-12 before an up-or-down vote.

The spending plan -- which would lower the current school tax levy by $500,000 -- was given preliminary approval by the board earlier this month.

The proposed budget, 2 percent over the current year's plan, would bring the total tax levy to $146.75 million. Taxes will still rise despite the giveback to residents because the value of taxable property in the township has declined by nearly $60 million over the past year.

The owner of a home valued at the $140,000 township average would pay $106.68 additional in school tax for the calendar year. That amounts to an increase of 3.2 cents in the tax rate, for a total $4,654.83 in school taxes.

The proposed levy is $3.4 million below the state-mandated 2 percent cap.

Board members decided to return $500,000 to residents after the district learned it would get a $1.72 million increase in state aid for 2011-12. State aid will total $9.6 million for the coming year, still less than what the district was supposed to get for 2009-10 before the state canceled its aid payments midyear.

School aid for the current year was cut by $8.58 million.

The proposed budget adds four elementary positions, but not the four Spanish positions that were cut after the 2010-11 budget was defeated. Instead, the four elementary teachers will provide academic enrichment and support in other areas.

The additional four teachers will still serve to restore grade-level collaborative time that was lost when the Spanish positions were cut. When these four teachers are in the classroom, grade-level teachers can have planning time together.

The proposed spending plan does restore two elementary reading positions cut from the 2010-11 budget. It also would add four autism teachers and seven related educational assistants and a new student assessment system for math and science.

Board members did not all agree on returning half a million dollars to taxpayers when they met earlier this month. Elliott Roth and Sherrie Cohen voted against the preliminary spending plan, saying they wanted the money to go toward capital projects.

But other board members said although the giveback would result in a minimal savings for each taxpayer -- perhaps $1 per month, according to Business Administrator James Devereaux -- it would send a positive message to voters still hurting in a sluggish economy.

Reach Barbara S. Rothschild at (856) 486-2416 or barothschild@camden.gannett.com
