

Family beaten in Cherry Hill home invasion
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Written by BARBARA S. ROTHSCHILD Courier-Post Staff 

CHERRY HILL — Township police are searching for two armed men who staged a brutal home invasion in the early hours of Saturday morning.

The assault occurred at 2:55 a.m. Saturday at a home in the 800 block of West Route 70, Lt. William Kushina said, when two men armed with guns and wearing hoodies kicked in the back door, yelling they were Camden County police.

The men then terrorized the three family members -- a 30-year-old man, his 23-year-old wife, and the man's brother. The victims, who said they fear for their lives, have asked not to be identified.

Kushina said the victims were taken to Cooper University Hospital in Camden. He believed one may have been discharged by Sunday afternoon, and that the woman may need surgery for a hand injury.

Channel 6 Action News reported the brother described a terrifying ordeal that included being stripped naked and made to lay on top of each other. He said he was pistol-whipped and that the trio was beaten by one man while the other ransacked the house looking for valuables.

His sister-in-law was pulled up by her hair, pistol-whipped and sustained a cut near her eye, he said. He added that her thumb was pulled back to force her to talk -- "to make her give them what she had," according to Action News.

One victim is a waiter, and the other two work at a nail salon, Kushina confirmed.

The robbers took electronics -- possibly a laptop, camera and iPhones -- and cash estimated at $4,000.

Kushina said the police are hoping to find surveillance video in the area, which includes shops.

The crime is unusual for Cherry Hill, he added.

"We don't normally have home invasions in Cherry Hill. It's such a random thing," he said.

Or possibly not random.

"We have to see if (the victims) were targeted. We'll debrief them after they're all released from the hospital," Kushina said.

Authorities ask that anyone with information about the incident should call Cherry Hill police at (856) 488-7828.

Reach Barbara S. Rothschild at (856) 486-2416 or barothschild@camden.gannett.com
