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Related Links

  Christie: 'Seize the moment' with regional police force in Camco
  VIDEO: Christie on regionalizing Camden County police forces 

  Press conference to discuss consolidations of police and fire departments in Camden County 

The Courier-Post has obtained the membership list of two committees that will explore the creation of countywide police and fire departments in Camden County.

The Board of Freeholders announced it was exploring a transition from municipal departments to a regional service after the city of Camden announced it would lay off half its police force and a third of its firefighters if the unions would not make concessions. Cops and firefighters received their walking papers in January.

Union leaders have said they would resist the idea of a countywide service. Unions are represented on both committees. Camden Mayor Dana Redd also sits on both panels.

On Wednesday, Gov. Chris Christie and Senate President Stephen M. Sweeney, D-Gloucester, held a press conference in Gloucester Township calling on towns and public safety employees to get behind the regional service. Freeholder-Director Lou Cappelli Jr. said forming the new departments would take four to six months.

The countywide departments would be the first of their kind in New Jersey. Democratic powerbrokers in North Jersey also were represented at the closed-door session with the governor. They, including Newark Mayor Cory Booker, have endorsed the plan.

Police regionalization committee

MAYORS
Mark Armbruster, Clementon 
Phyllis Magazzu, Berlin Township 
James Maley, Collingswood 
Dana Redd, Camden 
John Ward, Audubon 

MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATORS
Joe Gallagher, Winslow 
Sharon McCullough, Haddonfield 
Larry Spellman, Voorhees 

POLICE
Joe Eisenhardt, State Association of Chiefs of Police (Barrington) 
Robert Fox, executive vice president, State Fraternal Order of Police (Cherry Hill)
Robert Nixon, director of government affairs, State Policemen's Benevolent Association 

CAMDEN COUNTY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS
Freeholder-Director Lou Cappelli Jr. 
Freeholder Liaison to Public Safety Rod Greco 
Freeholder Liaison to Shared Services Ian Leonard
Public Safety Director Rob Blaker 
Sheriff Chuck Billingham 
Prosecutor Warren Faulk 
Jack Fisher, chairman of the Local Unit Alignment, Reorganization and Consolidation Commission

Fire regionalization committee

MAYORS
Teri Branella, Brooklawn 
Fred Costantino, Pine Hill
Frank DeLucca, Lindenwold
Jim Maley, Collingswood 
Dana Redd, Camden 

MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATORS
Richie Wright, Runnemede 
Ed Grochowski, Pennsauken

FIREFIGHTERS
Rob Mortka, president of Camden County Fire Chiefs Association (Bellmawr)
Keith Kemery, state International Association of Firefighters (Gloucester Township) 

CAMDEN COUNTY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
Freeholder-Director Lou Cappelli Jr.
Freeholder Liaison to Public Safety Rod Greco
Freeholder Liaison to Shared Services Ian Leonard
Public Safety Director Rob Blaker
Fire Marshal Paul Hartstein
Jack Fisher, chairman, LUARCC 
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