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CHERRY HILL — A busy stretch of Route 70 here is about to get busier. 

Workers are preparing to build a 13,000-square-foot CVS pharmacy off the former Ellisburg Circle. That's one of several pending projects that could bring sweeping change to the heavily traveled highway, a township official said.

Also in the works: A new office building on eastbound 70 near Springdale Road, a Wawa superstore on westbound 70 near Marlkress Road, and the conversion of a former hotel near Interstate 295 into an assisted-living center.

"We're seeing continued investment in Cherry Hill despite the economy," said Dan Keashen, a township spokesman. He said the activity "speaks volumes to the importance of Cherry Hill in the overall region."

Route 70 is among the most heavily traveled roads in Cherry Hill, carrying more than 60,000 vehicles daily.

Demolition work already has begun at the planned CVS site, a vacant complex between Kings Highway and Brace Road that for many years held the Jack Kellmer Co. jewelry store. The pharmacy is expected to open late next summer, said CVS spokesman Michael DeAngelis.

He said the building is not intended to replace any existing CVS stores. The chain has two other stores on Kings Highway, one near Chapel Avenue in Cherry Hill and the other in Haddonfield's business district.

Separately, the township's planning board has approved plans for a 36,000-square-office building in the 1800 block of eastbound 70, an area adjacent to the local campus of Camden County College.

The two-story building is expected to open in fall 2011, according to a leasing sign. A spokesman for the developer, Vineland Construction Co., did not return calls seeking comment.

Keashen said the office building was expected to meet Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, or LEED, standards. "This would be the first constructed by a private entity in Cherry Hill," he said.

Keashen said a Wawa superstore is planned for a recently cleared site off westbound 70 near Marl-kress Road, near the Beowulf office building.

The convenience-store chain currently has two outlets on Route 70 in Cherry Hill, in the Erlton and Barclay Farm neighborhoods. A Wawa spokeswoman did not return calls.

Keashen also said an Edison-based firm, Spring Hills Communities, is planning to develop an assisted-living center at a former hotel on the highway at Frontage Road. The 204-room building, most recently known as The Inn at Cherry Hill, also operated as the Clarion Hotel and the Sheraton Poste Inn.

A representatives of Spring Hill Communities could not be reached for comment. Reach Jim Walsh at (856) 486-2646 or jwalsh@gannett.com
