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CHERRY HILL — A collective trash bargain struck by two of Camden County's biggest municipalities and one of its smallest will save close to $3 million for the three.

Cherry Hill, Gloucester Township and Merchantville will share trash collectors come Jan. 1 in a joint contract for solid waste removal with Mount Laurel-based Republic Services of New Jersey.

The agreement will mean a loss of jobs or a reallocation of eight public works employees in Merchantville. Cherry Hill and Gloucester Township already contract with a private trash hauler.

Cherry Hill anticipates a savings of $2 million over the next five years, which equates to 4 to 5 cents per tax dollar, said Mayor Bernie Platt.

"This is a tremendous victory for shared services and taxpayers," Platt said.

In Gloucester Township, the savings will be $647,474 over the five-year contract.

"We'll be paying less for our trash contract in the next five years than we have paid in the past five years, despite increasing fuel cost," said Mayor Dave Mayer.

Trash contract costs were more than $9 million in the past but are now closer to $8.6 million, Mayer said.

Merchantville will save $50,000 in the first year of the contract, mostly through salary savings, said Councilman Joe Brickley.

However, if the borough tried to bid on a private contract without the two townships, whom Brickley called "our big brothers," it would have cost $100,000 more over the five-year period.

The total cost of the contract awarded to Republic Services is $28,633,000, said Steve Musilli, director of engineering and public works for Cherry Hill.

"I think we've made borders irrelevant," said Mayer, who called it a necessity. "Government is broken and governments throughout New Jersey have to look at shared services in this capacity."

Mayer originally hoped to bring in new technology for trash removal, such as trucks with automated arms, which would have required the purchase of new trash cans.

There will be no changes to the trash pickup methods or schedule after the first of the year, said leaders of the three communities.

"The name on the side of the truck is the only thing that will change," Brickley said.
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