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The incumbent Camden County Freeholders held their own against a strong Republican challenge, as voters chose to re-elect Democrats Carmen Rodriguez and Edward McDonnell over Republicans George Zallie and Scot DeCristofaro.

Rodriguez, 39, said she was elated, but knows voters were sending a complicated message with the close tally.

"The voters know we are working hard for them and we're doing what we can in light of a difficult economy," Rodriguez said.

"But I think voters are expressing how concerned they are about the situation we have at hand. It's a message of hope and concern for their well-being."

McDonnell said Camden County voters proved smarter than political pundits made them out to be.

"If you watch cable news, you'd think people are blindly voting against every incumbent in the country," McDonnell said.

He said the positive vote convinced him to stay the course in terms of controlling the cost of government and the work force and continuing projects that enhance the lives of residents, such as upcoming park projects and investment in solar energy.

Voter Jim McFarland, 42, of Collingswood, said he voted for an all-Democratic ticket, but did so with reservations.

"I consider myself a fiscally responsible Democrat," McFarland said.

McDonnell, 56, and Rodriguez ran on their record of lowering the tax rate while still maintaining levels of service in Camden County, citing the elimination of 600 positions from payroll without layoffs. They also said programs they put forth, such as shared service agreements, have saved the county taxpayers money.

Zallie, 57, and DeCristofaro, 41, ran on their outsider status, pointing out the need for balance on the all-Democratic freeholder board.

Zallie was disappointed about losing, but he said he knew it was going to be a fight -- one in which Republicans did fairly well.

"It wasn't a bad first-time showing at all," Zallie said.

"It was a learning experience for me, frankly, from the inside out. I have an idea of what we have to do to build the party."

DeCristofaro said he felt proud of the campaign the two ran.

"We've learned and we've grown and we've attracted a whole new set of people," he said.

The two promised to bring a business mindset to the freeholder board to lure businesses to Camden County. Zallie, a Cherry Hill resident, is the owner of 10 area ShopRites, while DeCristofaro, of Haddon Township, works as a self-employed sales consultant.
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