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CHERRY HILL — Two of Camden County's largest towns and one of its smallest are teaming up to "trash talk" solid waste contractors.

Cherry Hill, Gloucester Township and Merchantville agreed to enter into a cooperative purchasing agreement designed to give them bargaining power through bulk bidding for both trash pickup and disposal services.

The mayors of all three municipalities said the collective agreement will translate to property tax savings for residents of their communities.

"In short, if you want our collective business, you'd better sharpen your pencils and bring down costs," said Mayor Bernie Platt during a news conference Wednesday.

Trash services represent about 10 percent of both Cherry Hill and Gloucester Township's budgets, said Platt and Mayor Dave Mayer of Gloucester Township, or about $6 million for Cherry Hill and $5 million for Gloucester Township.

For Cherry Hill residents, nearly $170 of the average tax bill goes toward trash services, said spokesman Dan Keashen.

The mayors were reticent to give exact numbers on total savings or taxpayer savings until the bid process is complete, but they anticipate paying up to 10 percent less than their current contract.

The agreement includes the Cherry Hill Fire Department and Cherry Hill School District, which entered into a shared services agreement with the township earlier this year.

Both Gloucester Township and Cherry Hill are serviced by Republic Services Inc. Merchantville residents are served by municipal public works employees.

Merchantville Mayor Frank North said entering private services may result in layoffs in the public works department, but he did not specify a number.

Platt said the move may represent one of the largest collective bids for trash services in the state -- with nearly 140,000 homes included. He hopes it will encourage other communities to do the same.

"Government cannot continue to function the way it does," Mayer said. "We don't have a choice."

The bid includes a dedicated truck to pick up the numerous dumpsters used by rental properties in the area, said Mayer, so dumpster removal would be charged at a flat rate instead of by the cubic yard.

The mayor also hopes to bring in some new technology for trash removal, such as trucks with automated arms. Those would require new trash cans to be purchased at a cost of up to $95 each.

Gloucester Township hopes to use capital funding to offset the cost.

Bid packets were sent out earlier this week and are expected back by early December, with the new contract in place in the beginning of next year, said Platt.
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