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CHERRY HILL — After less than two weeks on the job, Dan Keashen has resigned as executive director of the Cherry Hill Democratic Committee.

Keashen, chief of staff to Mayor Bernie Platt, came under fire when the appointment was reported in the Courier-Post. Critics viewed the move as mixing politics with policy in this politically active town.

Keashen said Thursday that while he did nothing improper, the perception among critics -- coupled with an increased workload -- were his reasons for stepping down.

"The last thing I would want to do would be to create a distraction or anything related to a distraction, perceived or otherwise," he said.

Keashen also cited his recent marriage and desire to focus on family as factors in stepping down.

On Thursday, Keashen maintained his "only after 5 p.m." policy of speaking about political matters. But he also said his job in Cherry Hill is a 24-hour-a-day position and he doesn't want it perceived that he is mixing roles.

Keashen said he still intends to stay involved with the Cherry Hill Democratic Party and if someone from the committee asked his opinion, he would give it.

"I will never hide the fact that I agree with Democractic Party politics," Keashen insisted.

"That said, I will help the party grow in a limited basis, but I will not be involved in day-to-day operations."

Council President Dave Fleisher -- who supported Keashen's original decision to hold both positions -- said Keashen's committee resignation "eliminates at least the perception, and I think that's a good thing."

Fleisher said there's a big difference between someone volunteering for a political party and someone setting strategy.

Public perception is key when it comes to committee decisions, said Patrick Murray, director of the Monmouth University Polling Institute. "It can be more than public perception, but you would hope that is enough to keep people from mixing business with pleasure, that maintaining the public trust is important enough to realize you can only do one of those jobs.

"There can be a stench of impropriety about those moves."

"There is a lot of intertwining, but why put yourself right under the microscope?" said Richard Ambrosino, chairman of the township Republicans. The Trenton lobbyist applauded the Keashen resignation, but questioned why the possibility of conflict occurred in the first place.

"If I were in that position, I would've never had that lapse to begin with," he said. "It's a nonstarter for me."

Keashen became the committee's 
executive director
 after former co-chairs Pamela R. Lampitt and Richard Shapiro created the post for him. Lampitt, a 6th District assemblywoman, praised Keashen's decision to step down.

"I don't think you ever know what the amount of work is until you get into it, and quite possibly I think Dan realized that maybe he might have bit off a little bit more than he could chew," Lampitt said.

Lampitt pointed out that many public officials are active politically. But Keashen's elevation to one of the top Democratic posts in Cherry Hill raised eyebrows because he lives in Gibbsboro. Shortly after he took the post, Keashen admitted to the Courier-Post he is not politically active in his hometown.

"People do (this) all throughout the state of New Jersey and all throughout the country," Lampitt said.

Councilman Jim Bannar, chairman of the Cherry Hill Democrats, said the Keashen episode was a learning experience for the new heads of the committee.

"There's going to be a time where he's going to be in the public view as the mayor's right-hand man," Bannar said.

He added Keashen's inside knowledge of Cherry Hill is what made him appealing for the post in the first place, but it was not intended that Keashen perform committee duties during work hours.

Keashen said Platt was pleased with his decision to step down and wasn't 100 percent in favor of the position in the first place because of the time commitment.
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