



Fun for fall

Celebrate autumn with a family festival

By KIM MULFORD • Courier-Post Staff • September 17, 2010 

These days, a proper observation of fall seems to require a free and family-friendly festival. We're loaded with them.

From the Barrington Harvest Festival to the Woodbury Fall Festival Parade, here's a look at where you should take your little pumpkins this autumn.

Peddler's Village, Lahaska, Pa., Sept. 18 and 19: This Saturday and Sunday, check out its 32nd annual Scarecrow Festival, featuring more than 100 colorful renditions of the once-humble scarecrow. Vote for your favorite, make your own scarecrow, paint pumpkins or check out the host of children's activities and live entertainment.  Located in Bucks County, the colonial-style village is also home to lots of shops, restaurants, an entertainment center and gardens.  There's a $25 fee for the scarecrow-making workshop and participants are asked to make reservations in advance. Admission and parking are free.  Activities are held 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. both days, rain or shine. Call (215) 794-4000 or visit www.peddlersvillage.com
Pumpkin Palooza, Garden State Discovery Museum and Springdale Farms, Cherry Hill, Sept. 25 and 26: Annual fall festival featuring hayrides, pumpkin-picking and painting, a corn maze, pony rides and a petting zoo.  The cost is $15 for a pass to both locations, which are along Springdale Road on either side of Route 70.  "It's probably the biggest (event) of the season," said John Ebert, one of Springdale Farm's owners. "It's a very good value for everything they're getting."  Hours are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on both days. The live animals will be available between noon and 3 p.m. Visit www.springdalefarms.com or www.discoverymuseum.com
Arts in the Park, Historic Smithville Park, Smithville Road, Eastampton, Sept. 26: This doesn't have much to do with fall, but it's too cool not to mention.  There will be tons of art projects for young and old, serious art for sale, a massive chalk art project, croquet matches, live performances, a juried art show and tribal belly dancing. Oh! Did we mention the tribal belly dancing?  You even can watch artists painting pictures of the event as it's happening. The Young Dubliners, a Celtic rock band, will perform at the end of the day.  Hours are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Rain or shine. Parking and admission are free.  Call (609) 265-5858 or visit www.co.burlington.nj.us
Blackwood Pumpkin Festival, Church Street and Black Horse Pike, Blackwood, Sunday, Oct. 3: Now in its 19th year, this arts-and-culture fest sprawls across the neighborhood.  "It's huge," said Ed Fiscella, producing artistic director and founder of Mainstage Center for the Arts. "It's on both sides of the pike, so people are driving by and say, "Wow! Look at this.'"  The festival includes six stages of live entertainment, rides for the little ones, pony rides, a petting zoo and three food courts. Among the country and jazz musicians appearing on stage is Teddy Royal, who was the lead guitarist for Fats Domino.  Of course, this being a pumpkin festival, there will be pumpkin decorating, pumpkin carving, pumpkin painting, costumes and house decorating contests.  "The whole area of Blackwood turns into this huge festival because neighbors get involved, also," said Fiscella.  It's free. Activities will be held 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The rain date is Oct. 10.  For information, visit www.mainstage.org
Barrington Harvest Festival, Clements Bridge Road between Gloucester Pike and Atlantic Avenue, Saturday, Oct. 9: It's the 13th year for the town's fall festival. There's something for everybody, said Barbara Hanson, co-chair of the festival's sponsor, the Barrington Civic Association.  Expect more than 90 crafters, three stages of live entertainment, a classic car show, beer garden, two food courts, carnival rides, hay rides, crafts and games.  "We're one of the best festivals in South Jersey, but I'm prejudiced, of course," said Hanson. Last year, more than 12,000 people turned out. In the rain.  Events are held 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The rain date is Sunday, Oct. 10. For information, visit the Barrington Harvest Festival's page on Facebook.

Chatsworth Cranberry Festival, Routes 534 and 563, Chatsworth, Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 16 and 17: It's a celebration of cranberries and the culture of the Pine Barrens. Really, must you ask for more?  OK, there will be more than 150 artists and craft vendors, cranberry bog tours, breakfast at the Chatsworth Volunteer Fire House (featuring cranberry ice cream!), live music, a car show, antique dealers and a quilt display.  Hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is free. Parking is available for a $5 donation.  For more information, visit www.cranfest.org
City of Woodbury Fall Festival Parade, Colonial Avenue and Broad Street, Saturday, Oct. 2: Who needs a holiday to throw a parade? This year's theme is community pride. Expect a lot of music and dance groups, marching bands, antique cars, floats and assorted dignitaries from across Gloucester County.  Check out the scarecrows along the way. They'll start popping up around Sept. 27.  There's a craft show in front of the Woodbury High School on Broad Street earlier in the day.  The parade is no joke. Last year's event was at least an hour long, said Ronda Abbruzzese, executive director of Main Street Woodbury.  "I'm the (parade) announcer," said Abbruzzese. "I had to drink a lot of water."  The parade kicks off at 6:30 p.m. For more information, call (856) 845-8655 or visit www.mainstreetwoodbury.org
Mum Madness and Pumpkin Parade Family Festival at the Camden Children's Garden, 3 Riverside Dr., Oct. 9 and 10: A child-friendly salute to autumn, featuring pumpkin crafts, a pumpkin story, pumpkin activities and the garden's many chrysanthemums.  Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $6 for adults, $5 for children ages 3 to 11 and free for children two and younger.  Call (856) 365-8733 or visit www.camdenchildrensgarden.org
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