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MERCHANTVILLE — Several bureaucratic snags have delayed a move to merge services between Merchantville and Cherry Hill.

The Merchantville mayor said that community submitted a petition seeking a merger feasibility study to the state Department of Community Affairs in August. An aide to the Cherry Hill mayor said that township submitted a resolution seeking to form the feasibility study commission to the department in August.

However, a spokeswoman for the department said both communities must submit a similar application.

"The law requires the same method of application from each community to the Local Finance Board," said Lisa Ryan, spokeswoman for the DCA.
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"That law requires either resolutions from each governing body or a petition circulated by a representative committee of voters from both towns," she said.

A meeting of the two mayors, DCA Commissioner Lori Grifa and then-Department of Education Commissioner Bret Schundler was scheduled twice and then canceled.

Since then, Gov. Chris Christie fired Schundler. The meeting has not been rescheduled.

Merchantville Mayor Frank North said he intends to discuss what his government should do next at a meeting next Monday.

A group of Merchantville residents started the process on June 14, when they presented a petition to the mayor and council urging a study of the possibility of merging services with Cherry Hill.

Recently, North sent a letter to residents updating the steps that have been taken. In Cherry Hill, the township council passed a resolution on Aug. 9 to join Merchantville in studying the issue.

"The resolution simply formalized the council's desire to form a commission with Merchantville to study the possibility of municipal consolidation and authorized the township to apply to the Local Finance Board/Department of Community Affairs to create that commission," said Bridget Smith, aide to Cherry Hill Mayor Bernie Platt.
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