



Dems to Christie: Apologize to feds for comments on grant application
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TRENTON — The Democratic leadership in the state Senate today called on Gov. Chris Christie to apologize to the Obama administration for criticizing the federal Department of Education's response to an error that helped doom New Jersey's application for $400 million in school reform funds.

"(H)is comments about federal education regulators being 'mindless drones' was completely uncalled for, given that the state's failure was ours and ours alone," said Senate President Stephen M. Sweeney, a Gloucester County Democrat. "It's time for the governor to man up and admit the mistake of his administration, rather than engage in divisive rhetoric which only serves to damage our relationship with the federal government."

Sweeney and Senate Majority Leader Barbara Buono, D-Middlesex, both signed a letter sent to Christie today hammering the governor's comments as a "shameful attempt" to deflect blame.

"The blame that you foisted on the Obama administration was misdirected and your display completely at odds with the actions expected of a state leader," the letter read.

Related

· New head of DOE praised
· Fired education boss Bret Schundler says grant mistake 'my error'
Christie, during a press availability last Wednesday, said he took responsibility for failed application, in which an incorrect set of state aid numbers was submitted. But he then offered a blistering criticism of bureaucratic Washington for not accepting a verbal confirmation of the correct numbers that he said Education Commissioner Bret Schundler supplied during an interview with the independent panel reviewing the applications.

A videotape of that interview, however, showed Schundler and others within the state education department fumbling to find the numbers when asked for them, before ultimately conceding that the correct figures were not available. That gaffe cost the state 4.8 points on a scale of 500 and placed New Jersey 11th on the list. The 10th state, Ohio, was the last to receive the grant money. New Jersey was only three points behind Ohio in the final scoring.

The revelation on the videotape also cost Schundler his job. The governor's office said that the education commissioner misled Christie, an allegation that Schundler has strongly denied.

There was no immediate response from the governor's office to the letter from Sweeney and Buono.

