



School districts get high marks
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When it comes to assessing the quality of a school district, one good place to begin is the state Department of Education's annual Report Card, accessible on its website. Every public school can be found there, with statistics that include student-teacher ratios, dropout rates and standardized test scores.

While the Report Card can be used to compare districts within New Jersey, it is more difficult to compare them with other states because standardized tests are often different.

Rather than compare apples and oranges, New Jersey began including statewide and national results of the National Assessment of Educational Progress in this year's Report Card. Known as the Nation's Report Card, it is compiled at the federal National Center for Education Statistics and compiles assessments administered uniformly, using the same sets of test booklets, across the nation.

NAEP scores provide results on subject matter achievement for school populations in several grades, but not for individual students or schools. Because the state DOE has just begun including the information, it remains to be seen whether it provides a solid basis for national comparison.
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Among K-12 local school districts with consistently high performance indicators, including test scores, student attendance and high school graduation rates, are Moorestown, Cherry Hill, Haddonfield and Voorhees. Regional high school districts with solid performances include Lenape, with four high schools and eight sending districts including Evesham, Mount Laurel, Medford, Medford Lakes, Shamong, Southampton, Tabernacle and Woodland, and Voorhees-based Eastern, attended by students from Voorhees, Gibbsboro and Berlin Borough.

Several South Jersey districts have been designated "high-performing" districts by the New Jersey Department of Education after achieving scores of at least 80 percent in each of the five areas of the state's monitoring and evaluation system, known as the Quality Single Accountability Continuum (QSAC) review process.

South Jersey recipients of the U.S. Department of Education's No Child Left Behind Blue Ribbon School of Excellence award, its highest recognition of superior standards of academic excellence, include Cherry Hill's James F. Cooper Elementary School, Haddonfield Memorial High School, Mount Laurel's Parkway Elementary School, Moorestown High School and all of Moorestown's public elementary schools, Monroe Township's Whitehall Elementary School, Cherry Hill High School East and Voorhees' Edward T. Hamilton Elementary School.

The elementary division of Moorestown Friends School, an independent school rooted in the Quaker tradition, has also earned the Blue Ribbon honor.

