



Parks are perfect place for play

By HELEN MANNION • For the Courier-Post • August 29, 2010 

South Jersey is home to an abundance of parks. Whether you're venturing out to break a sweat, monkey around on a jungle gym, cast a fishing pole or just relax and take in nature, you'll feel right at home outdoors.

AMICO ISLAND PARK

Located where the Delaware River and the Rancocas Creek meet, Amico Island Park has lots to offer nature enthusiasts. View wildlife, such as red fox, white-tail deer and a wide variety of birds on the hiking and biking trails. The park is also home to breathtaking views of the terrain, like the meadows, wetlands and river shoreline. Fishing and picnicking are permitted. Off Norman Avenue in Delran; (609) 265-5858; www.co.burlington.nj.us and search under "parks."

BASS RIVER STATE FOREST

In 1905, Bass River State Forest was acquired by the state as the first forest for public recreation, water conservation, and wildlife and timber management. Since then, the 67-acre Lake Absegami was created and the park has become a center for outdoor fun. Guests may swim, boat or canoe in the lake; hike, bike or ride on horseback on one of the self-guided trails; or camp overnight on one of the park's many campsites. Located along Stage Road crossing Burlington and Ocean counties; (609) 296-1114; www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests
BERLIN PARK

Berlin Park is a perfect spot to get active. There is a basketball court, two lighted tennis courts, a paved bike path, an in-line hockey court, a bike path and two softball fields. The picnic areas and playgrounds are perfect for families to get outside and play together. For nature lovers, the park has a 5-mile nature trail and spots to go fishing along Great Egg Harbor River. Between White Horse Pike, New Freedom Road and Park Drive, Berlin Borough; www.camdencounty.com
BOUNDARY CREEK NATURAL RESOURCE AREA

Wildlife enthusiasts will enjoy hiking the numerous trails. Various species of birds can be seen throughout the park along with many other mammals, reptiles and amphibians. Guests can also enjoy butterfly and hummingbird gardens as well as wildlife-viewing platforms. Located in Moorestown off Creek Road; (609) 265-5858; www.co.burlington.nj.us and search under "parks."

BRENDAN T. BYRNE STATE PARK (formerly Lebanon State Forest)

Brendan T. Byrne State Park greets guests with the smell of pine as they enter the grounds. The park is home to Whitesbog Village, which was once an active cranberry and blueberry producer in the 19th and 20th centuries. Today, guests, including those with disabilities, can hike along one of the marked trails and discover the wildlife in the park. When the trails are snow-covered, cross-country skiers can get their fix. On Route 72 East at Mile Post 1; (609) 726-1191; www.state.nj.us/dep/ parksandforests

CHALLENGE GROVE

One of Cherry Hill's larger parks, Camden County-owned Challenge Grove offers two playgrounds, a 1 1/4-mile track, bike path, fitness quad, softball field, long-jump area and more. For families, four picnic areas let kids recharge while parents can relax. The park is one of the few to offer bocce ball courts. The park is adjacent to Croft Farm, which hosts a number of township events. Located on the corner of Caldwell and Brace roads, along Bortons Mill Road; (866) 226-3362; www.camdencounty.com/parks/parks/challenge-grove
CHESTNUT BRANCH PARK

Located in Gloucester County, Chestnut Branch Park has lots to offer athletes and those just looking to get outside. The park has tennis, basketball and beach volleyball courts. Walking and jogging paths traverse the park with hiking trails on the perimeter. Tot lots and a covered picnic area cater to the kids. Organized sports teams play baseball, football and soccer on a number of sports fields. Off Main Street in Mantua; www.mantuatownship.com/Information/ park.htm

COOPER RIVER PARK

The river sits in the center of the park where you can enjoy water sports such as rowing, kayaking or fishing. Bring your own equipment to experience the river or come relax under the pavilions and picnic areas, where public grills are available. Bike, jog or walk on the 3.8-mile loop around the park. An inner track provides a 1 1/4-mile path for only walking or jogging. A spacious children's playground is loaded with equipment and dogs can run around the Pooch Park. Two softball fields, four volleyball courts, the Camden County Boathouse and Cooper River Yacht Club are also on site. Rent clubs and hit golf balls at the Camden County Golf Academy's driving range or sign up for a golf clinic or golf instruction class. Jack Curtis Stadium holds free summer concerts and Camden County's huge July Fourth celebration. The park is often used for rowing events and arguably has one of the best spots in the area to catch a sunset with the Philadelphia skyline as a backdrop. Located between North and South Park drives, Route 130 and Grove Street in Pennsauken, Cherry Hill, Collingswood and Haddon Township; www.camdencounty.com/parks/parks/cooper-river
CRYSTAL LAKE PARK

For those looking to get adventurous, Crystal Lake Park has more than three miles of unmarked trails for hiking, biking, horseback riding and exploring. Wildlife, including white-tailed deer, red-tailed hawks and great blue herons can be seen along the trails. There is also an abundance of vegetation, some of which is part of a working farm. Located on Axe Factory Road in Mansfield; (609) 265-5858; www.co.burlington.nj.us and search under "parks."

HISTORIC SMITHVILLE PARK

As the center of the Burlington County Parks System, Historic Smithville Park has a rich history. The village was a major industrial plant from the 1860s to the 1920s and was advanced for its time. Today, visitors can hike, bike, horseback ride, canoe and fish. Or just enjoy the wildlife. The park's main attraction is a 600-foot trail that goes over the water on Smithville Lake and offers picturesque views. Located on Smithville Road in Eastampton; (609) 265-5858; www.co.burlington.nj.us and search under "parks."

JAMES G. ATKINSON MEMORIAL PARK (formerly Bethel Mill Park)

James G. Atkinson Memorial Park is family-friendly and the place to go in Gloucester County for free summer concerts and movies. There are lighted softball, soccer and tennis courts, so athletes can play day or night. Runners, walkers and bikers can use the trail that reaches over a mile. Two playgrounds and a picnic pavilion cater to the younger set. A new addition to the park is Millennium Plaza, which includes a walking path, sundials and benches. Located on Delsea Drive and Bethel Mill Road, Washington Township; (856) 589-0047; www.co.gloucester.nj.us and search under "parks."

LAUREL ACRES PARK

Parkgoers enjoy Laurel Acres year-round. In the summer, visitors take advantage of picnic pavilions, grills, a beach volleyball court and "Concerts on the Hill." In the winter, the sledding hill beckons thrill-seekers. No matter what season, three children's playgrounds, a dog run, nature trails, a biking and in-line skating path, a fishing lake and athletic fields are popular. The park is also home to the Parcourse fitcenter, which has 15 exercise stations. 1045 S. Church St., Mount Laurel; www.mountlaurel.com/recreation/laurel_acres.php
LONG BRIDGE PARK

Nature buffs will fit right in at Long Bridge Park. There are 2 1/2 miles of marked trails with lots of chances to spot various types of wildlife, including beavers and red-tailed hawks. Visitors can also observe the flora and fauna from one of the observatory platforms. There are also play areas for kids and a freshwater pond for fishing. Entrances off Route 541 South or Deacon Road, Hainesport; (609) 265-5858; www.co.burlington.nj.us and search under "parks."

NEW BROOKLYN PARK

The park has a softball field, sand volleyball court, an in-line hockey court, two picnic areas and two playgrounds. A canoe launch and fishing are available along the lake. Unmarked trails and dirt roads are good for hiking. Between New Freedom and New Brooklyn roads, north of the Atlantic City Expressway, east of Route 536, Winslow Township; www.camdencounty.com/parks/parks/new-brooklyn
NEWTON LAKE PARK

Get on two wheels and ride the 2 1/2 miles of biking trails at this Camden County park. For the kids, the park has two playgrounds. Three fishing piers are along the lake. A matrimony garden is also featured. Located between Cuthbert Boulevard and the White Horse Pike, Collingswood, Oaklyn and Haddon Township; www.camdencounty.com/parks/ parks/newton-lake-park

PENNINGTON PARK

Already a hotbed for wildlife and vegetation, Pennington Park is undergoing some major changes to enhance visitors' experiences. The park has hiking and biking trails, wildlife observation areas, children's play places and picnic areas. It is adding more trails, a dog run, a community garden, adjustable grills for the picnic areas and soft surfacing to the pavilions and playgrounds. More boardwalks and overlooks are also being added for guests to better observe the scenery. Located on Creek Road, Delanco; (609) 265-5858; www.co.burlington.nj.us and search under "parks."

RED BANK BATTLEFIELD

The historic park, home to the James and Ann Whitall House, seamlessly blends history and recreation to create an educational and fun day outside. During the American Revolution, the James and Ann Whitall House was used as a hospital after the Battle of Red Bank. The house is open to the public free of charge and can be toured by appointment. Guests can also see the remains of Fort Mercer and various monuments dedicated to the battle. In addition to the history, the park is a place for recreation with walking and biking paths, a pier overlooking the Delaware River, picnic areas and a playground. 100 Hessian Ave., National Park; (856) 853-5120; www.co.gloucester.nj.us and search under "parks."

SCOTLAND RUN PARK/WILSON LAKE

Scotland Run Park, the largest park in Gloucester County, is popular with kids, families and educators. Kids can get involved in the Kids Nature Club or enter a fishing contest. Families can participate in monthly bird walks or go on nature hikes. Educators can sign up students for nature lessons or teacher workshops. The park also offers boating, fishing and a nature trail. 980 Academy St., Clayton; (856) 881-0845; www.co.gloucester.nj.us and search under "parks."

WASHINGTON LAKE PARK

A skateboard and in-line skating facility with a variety of obstacles, ranging from beginner to advanced, is a big draw to this park in Washington Township. Walking paths, a street hockey rink, playground and pooch park also entice visitors. The amphitheater shows free movies and concerts in the summer. Also located close by is Washington Lake, which is open in the summer months for swimming and recreation. 626 Hurffville Cross Keys Road, Sewell, (856) 589-6427; www.twp.washington.nj.us and search under "parks and recreation."

WHARTON STATE FOREST

The largest tract of land in the New Jersey park system, Wharton State Forest has many unique features that will leave guests happy. Visitors can take tours of Batsto Village, which used to be a bog iron and glass making industrial center, with their cell phone as a tour guide. Boating and canoeing are available on the Mullica, Batsto, Wading and Oswego rivers. The park also has nature trails and camping as well as swimming at Atsion Recreation Area during the summer. Batsto: Route 542, eight miles east of Hammonton, (609) 561-0024; Atsion: Route 206, eight miles north of Hammonton, (609) 268-0444; www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/parks/wharton. html

WIGGINS WATERFRONT PARK

The main attraction at Wiggins Waterfront Park is the Riverstage, site of many concerts and family friendly events. There is also a marina and promenade. Many of Camden's more popular attractions, such as Susquehanna Bank Center and Campbell's Field, surround the area. The park is open from April to October. Located on Mickle Boulevard near the Delaware River, Camden; www.camdencounty.com/parks/parks/ wiggins-waterfront-park
