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New Jersey's public schools are funded through a combination of property taxes, state aid, grants (charter schools are funded through the district they serve) and user fees.

While state aid had been mostly flat for several years, putting an increasing burden on residents through the local property tax, this coming school year and last, Gov. Chris Christie made drastic cuts in state aid to public schools, causing the defeat of many school budgets and throwing districts into turmoil. Municipal governing bodies had the final say on local funding in school district's whose budgets were voted down.

The lion's share of state funding goes to poor or special-needs districts, known as Abbott districts, which include Burlington City, Camden, Gloucester City and Pemberton Township.

State funding also depends on the district factor group, which gauges the wealth of a community or group of sending communities.
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In the tri-county area, the wealthiest district by state formula is Haddonfield, a "J" district, followed by "I" districts that include Moorestown, Medford, Evesham and Mount Laurel. Increasingly diverse Cherry Hill -- now considered an older suburb -- is a "GH" district in which many smaller, aging inner-ring suburbs can also be found.

School districts and residents have long clamored for a change in the funding formula to make it more equitable and to relieve the tax burden. Legislative attempts have been made, but failed. The latest law is to cap future property tax increases to a total of 2 percent annually.

To enroll children in New Jersey's public schools, families must submit documentation that includes proof of residence, birth certificate, and medical records showing required vaccinations.

