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Gov. Chris Christie, reacting swiftly to a brewing crisis over a failed federal grant application, has fired Department of Education Commissioner Bret Schundler.

Schundler was let go by Christie this morning following the release of a video by the federal Department of Education that contradicted Schundler's assertion that he provided federal Race to the Top grant application reviewers with correct state aid numbers after an error in the documents was revealed.

"I was extremely disappointed to learn that the videotape of the Race to the Top presentation was not consistent with the information provided to me by the New Jersey Department of Education and which I then conveyed to the people of New Jersey. As a result, I ordered an end to Bret Schundler's service as New Jersey's Education Commissioner and as a member of my administration," Christie said in a statement issued at 12:30 p.m. today.

Assembly Speaker Sheila Y. Oliver, who called for Schundler's ouster Thursday, said said the change was "appropriate."

Related

· Video shows N.J. didn't correct figures for grant application
· $400 million flub reignites Christie, teacher's union feud
· Error cited in loss of education funding
· Christie: Feds showed no 'common sense' in denying N.J. grant money
"New Jerseyans have lost confidence in the state's education leadership," said Assembly Speaker Sheila Y. Oliver, a Democrat who had called for the shakeup in a statement yesterday. 

The New Jersey Education Association, which has sparred with Christie over education reforms, expressed sympathy for Schundler.

"We feel badly for the commissioner, that he's the latest scapegoat for this $400 million debacle," said Dawn Hiltner, a spokeswoman for the NJEA. 

Schundler himself said he was "very disappointed." 

"I thought the governor and I made a very good team," he said, adding that he felt he and Christie were on the verge of enacting monumental reforms. "Education commissioners aren't interchangeable any more than governors are." 

The application for the $400 million grant required a comparison of state education spending in 2008 and 2009. The state instead submitted budget figures for 2010 and 2011. But Christie said Wednesday that Schundler had provided the correct information verbally during the interview process for the grant application.

But the video released Thursday by the federal Department of Education indicated otherwise. 

In the video, dated Aug. 11, a reviewer is heard telling Schundler and his panel that the numbers requested were missing. The reviewer then asks the panel to explain where the correct numbers can be found. Schundler looks to the others with him and one answers that she doesn't know where the numbers are.

Later in the interview, the panel members are once again asked if they "had any luck" finding the numbers. A panel member sitting to Schundler's left answers, "no."

Christie on Wednesday blamed the Obama administration for being too rigid and not accepting the verbal confirmation of the correct figures. 

"This is the stuff that drives people crazy about government, about Washington," Christie said then. 

But both the NJEA and Oliver said Christie's comments were not constructive.

"The attempts to blame others for this mistake must now stop," Oliver said today.

"This angry rhetoric is not getting us anywhere," Hiltner added. "We have to learn to work together." 

Christie said Thursday on 101.5 FM that he had not seen the video yet, but that he was going to watch it and respond appropriately. Hours later, he fired Schundler and reiterated his vow to provide a government that not only acknowledges its mistakes but works to quickly correct them.


"As I have said before, I never promised the people of New Jersey that this would be a mistake-free administration.
