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Cherry Hill cuts more services

By GEORGE MAST and JANE ROH • Courier-Post Staff • July 27, 2010 

CHERRY HILL — In a cost-cutting move, the township will cut hours by half for school crossing guards and eliminate night municipal court sessions.

Letters went out July 19 to the 40 workers -- most of them retirees -- who ensure school children make it across streets safely.

Dan Keashen, chief of staff to Mayor Bernie Platt, said the cut would not compromise children's safety.

"They are going from working four hours a day to two," Keashen said. "The window for kids going by is two hours. So the township effectively is reducing the cost of crossing guards getting paid for four hours of work to the two hours of work commensurate with the hours worked and spent on the job."

Eleanor Jean Johnson, 81, of Cherry Hill, said shorter hours for guards will hurt her ability to pay rising property taxes and prescription-drug costs.

"I can't say I'm happy," said Johnson, a crossing guard since 1969. "But where else can I work? Nobody wants an 81-year-old."

Guards currently earn $15 an hour with no benefits. When schools reopen they will take home $150 a week instead of $300.

Since learning of drastic state aid cuts, the township has eliminated 32 municipal positions, laid off six police officers, and raised property taxes.

Keashen said the cuts had reduced a projected deficit of $9 million to $6 million.

Beginning next Monday, court sessions will start at 8:30 a.m. Wednesdays and Thursdays. Sessions will also be held two Fridays a month at 8:30 a.m. through the end of the year.

Current sessions are held at 6:30 p.m. Mondays, Thursdays and one Wednesday every month. On the other Wednesdays of each month, court sessions are at 9:30 a.m.

The township has also appointed a liaison from the police department to work with the municipal prosecutor. The addition of the liaison officer eliminates the need for hearings to be scheduled according to the availability of police officers.

Township officials estimate the schedule changes and liaison could save about $100,000 in overtime and administrative costs.

Reach Jane Roh at (856) 486-2919 or jroh@gannett.com
