



Crackdown: Towns send cops undercover to catch drivers breaking the law
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The man in black mesh shorts and a plain red T-shirt walking in front of the Collingswood library Thursday wasn't there to check out books.

It was Collingswood officer Anthony Garbarino, and he was on Haddon Avenue to target drivers breaking the state's crosswalk law by failing to stop as he crossed the street.

That scene will play out across South Jersey throughout the next several months as part of a Cops in the Crosswalks initiative aimed at bringing attention to pedestrian safety. The federally funded effort -- which puts undercover officers in crosswalks -- is in its second year in South Jersey.
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· COPS IN CROSSWALKS
"It is vitally important to the character of our town that people are able to walk through the neighborhood and cross the streets without putting themselves in harm's way," Collingswood Mayor Jim Maley said during Thursday's kickoff of the state Division of Highway Traffic Safety initiative.

Last year, an elderly woman was struck while crossing Haddon Avenue in a crosswalk just a few blocks from where Garbarino crisscrossed the street on Thursday. The woman later died, one of 157 pedestrians killed across the state last year. Seventy pedestrians were killed as of July 12 this year.

Pedestrians are killed in New Jersey at a rate of about twice the national average, a statistic that is unacceptable, said Pam Fischer, director of the highway traffic safety division.

Fischer said it is the responsibility of pedestrians and motorists to ensure safety along the state's roads. Under an updated crosswalk law adopted April 1, motorists face stiffer penalties if they fail to stop and remain stopped for pedestrians in a crosswalk.

The law, which carries a $200 fine plus two points on the driver's license, clarifies that motorists must stop and remain stopped while pedestrians are in a crosswalk or crossing the intersection of an unmarked roadway.

"Our goal is to make crossing the street a simple task," Collingswood Police Chief Richard Sarlo said.

Along with Collingswood, Cherry Hill, Burlington City, Medford, Monroe and Vineland police are participating in the program.

Each department is awarded an $8,000 grant to run the special crosswalk operations through mid-September. During the process, officers stationed along busy roadways will wave over motorists who fail to stop for a plainclothes officer crossing in a lined walkway.

Last year, Cherry Hill, Collingswood, Pennsauken, Burlington City and Rowan University police handed out 728 tickets during similar operations.
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