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Parks
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From hikers and bikers, to campers and bird watchers, there is a park in South Jersey for everyone. Kids and the young at heart will enjoy in-line roller rinks and playgrounds that go beyond the typical slide-and-swing sets. Lace up your boots, cleats, skates or even those old sneakers and get out there and experience the area's fine parks.

AMICO ISLAND PARK The ideal location for nature lovers, Amico Island Park features a diverse range of terrains and habitats. The hiking and biking trails often feature views of wildlife such as the white-tailed deer, red-tailed hawks, great blue herons and cottontail rabbits. Canoeing, swimming and fishing are also available. The park is located where the Rancocas Creek and Delaware River combine, making an ideal setting for nature walks and outdoor fun. Off Norman Avenue in Delran; (609) 265-5858; www.co.burlington.nj.us/department and search under "parks"

BASS RIVER STATE FOREST The first forest acquired by the state of New Jersey in 1905 for recreation, Bass River State Forest still provides one of the best parks in the state. The 67-acre Lake Absegami is the hub of recreational activity at the park. Visitors can take a refreshing dip in the lake or go boating and canoeing. Trails for walkers, hikers and horseback riders are great for exercise and sightseeing. Along Stage Road crossing Burlington and Ocean counties; (609) 296-1114; www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests
BERLIN PARK Enjoy nature with the five miles of gravel and dirt trails for hikers and bikers or lace up your cleats and play softball on one of the two fields at the park. For a more relaxing day in the sun, drop a fishing line in the Great Egg Harbor River or visit one of three picnic groves. If you can't play during the day, there are two lighted tennis courts where you can practice your serve well into the night. For biking enthusiasts there is a paved stretch measuring just over three quarter miles. Between White Horse Pike, New Freedom Road and Park Drive, Berlin; www.camdencounty.com
BRENDAN T. BYRNE STATE PARK (formerly Lebanon State Forest) Forget the pine scented air freshener and get the real thing at Brendan T. Byrne State Park. Historic Whitesbog Village, the former site of a major cranberry and blueberry producer, is on the park grounds. The once bustling village is a great place for cross-country skiing during the winter. The rest of the year, hikers can enjoy the sandy paths and roads that crisscross the forest. Route 72 East at Mile Post 1; (609) 726-1191; www.state.nj.us/dep/parksand forests

CHALLENGE GROVE What this park lacks in size (only about 17 acres), it makes up for in activities. Challenge Grove has indoor and outdoor pavilions, a bike path and a separate running track. The park challenges visitors with a fitness quad, softball field, basketball court, long-jump area and more. Two playgrounds are inside the 1 1/4-mile track. Play a game of bocce on one of two courts. The park runs from the corner of Caldwell and Brace roads, along Bortons Mill Road; (866) 226-3362 www.camdencounty.com/government/ offices/parks

CHESTNUT BRANCH PARK Adults can jog or bike on one of the two sprawling well-lit paths. Athletes can enjoy tennis and basketball courts, a roller hockey rink and a beach volleyball court. Parkgoers will also find a butterfly garden, tot lots and wooded hiking areas. Off Main Street, Mantua; www.mantuatownship.comCRYSTAL LAKE PARK Crystal Lake Park is a 2 1/2-mile gem of unmarked hiking trails that are waiting to be explored. Crystal Lake Park is home to an array of wildlife and many species of water birds including ospreys, herons, egrets, ducks and Canada geese. The park is on Axe Factory Road in Mansfield Township; (609) 265-5858; www.co.burlington.nj.us/ departments and search for "parks."

COOPER RIVER PARK Home to numerous prestigious rowing events, Cooper River has ideal rowing conditions. It is also home to one of the largest and most popular parks in Camden County. The family park even offers a special place for Fido with its pooch park that includes two enclosed dog runs. Cooper Park also offers miniature golf course, a driving range, and the William G. Rohrer children's playground, four picnic areas and a fishing hole. An almost 4-mile-long bike path, shared with walkers, circles the park, which is also home to The Lobster Trap Restaurant and The Cooper River Yacht Club. The Camden County Boathouse offers party rental space. The park is located between North Park and South Park drives, Route 130 and Grove Street, Pennsauken, Cherry Hill, Collingswood and Haddon Township; www.co.camden.nj.us/government/ offices/parks DREAM PARK Dream Park in Gloucester County was created to be the premier equestrian park in South Jersey. The park caters to horses and their owners who wish to participate in riding shows and competitions but it's also a unique facility designed to educate the less experienced person who has an interest in horses. 400 Route 130, South Logan Township; www.gcianj.com; (856) 241-1415.

HISTORIC SMITHVILLE PARK As the centerpiece of the Burlington County Park System, Historic Smithville Park has just about everything you could ask for including a more than four miles of hiking and biking trails, a picnic area and playgrounds, and a few designated observatory spots throughout the park that are ideal for bird watching. Arguably, the coolest feature at the park is the award-winning 600-foot floating trail on Smithville Lake. The park is on Smithville Road, Eastampton; (609) 265-5858; www.co.burlington.nj.us and search under "parks."

JAMES G. ATKINSON MEMORIAL PARK (formerly Bethel Mill Park) This park provides fun day or night with lighted tennis and basketball courts, along with lighted football, soccer and baseball fields. The park also has two playgrounds and an exercise path for walking, jogging and bicycling. Spring and summer hours are 5:30 a.m to 11 p.m. Fall and winter hours are 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. (856) 251-6710; www.co.gloucester.nj.us
LONG BRIDGE PARK This park is a great place to explore nature with 2 1/2 miles of marked trails with different terrain types for the varying skill levels of hikers. Fishermen can try their luck in the freshwater pond. Nature enthusiasts can try to spot wildlife from several observatory platforms. Afterward the kids can enjoy the playgrounds and family dining can be held at one of the picnic grounds. Entrances off Route 541 South or Deacon Road, Hainesport; (609) 265-5858;www.co.burlington. nj.us/departments and search Long Bridge Park

LAUREL ACRES PARK Three major playgrounds are available and pavilions and grills provide a great place for a summer picnic. The Parcourse fitcenter provides 15 exercise stations. Visitors can also enjoy jogging and skating paths. A lake stocked by U.S. Fish and Wildlife provides a beautiful fishing spot. Scenic nature trails are carved through the woods and the big hill is the place to be for summer concerts and winter sledding. 1045 S. Church St., Mount Laurel; www.mountlaurel.com
NEWTON LAKE PARK This park offers 2.43 miles of paved path for bicycling enthusiasts. Three picnic areas provide a spot for meals once the kids wear themselves out on the two playgrounds. Three separate piers for fishing in the lake are available and for the romantic, a matrimony garden is featured. Bettlewood Avenue, Collingswood; (856) 216-2177; ww.camden county.com/government/offices/parks

PENNINGTON PARK With scenic views of the Rancocas Creek, the park features numerous habitats including forests, wetlands, tidal ponds and meadows. Bird watchers will be delighted as the meadow is home to a variety of birds. In addition to hiking, biking or in-line skating on the trail network, visitors with children can enjoy the two play areas. Creek Road, Delanco; (609) 265-5858; www.co.burlington.nj.us/ departments and search Pennington Park

SCOTLAND RUN PARK/WILSON LAKE The largest park in Gloucester County is full of things to do including visiting the Scotland Run Nature Center. Monthly bird walks are held for adults and Wilson Lake provides a great spot for fishing, boating and observing nature. Kids can enjoy fishing contests and be part of the nature detectives program. 980 Academy St., Clayton; (856) 881-0845; www.co.gloucester.nj.us
WASHINGTON LAKE PARK The many attractions at Washington Lake Park appeal to all ages. In summer, the lake is a popular swimming spot with its Red Cross certified lifeguards, a picnic pavilion, barbecue pits, diving docks, and a water slide. Visitors can take part in a concert or movie at the amphitheater or work on their golf game at the par-three, nine-hole course. The Washington Lake Park Skateboard and In-line Roller Skating Facility is open year-long and provides obstacles for novices and experts. 447 Greentree Road or 647 Hurffville-Cross Keys Road, Sewell; (856) 589-6427; twp.washington.nj.us

WHARTON STATE FOREST A massive park, this is the largest single tract of land in the New Jersey Park System. Visitors can canoe on the rivers and streams or go mountain biking or horse-back riding on the miles of unpaved roads. At the Atsion recreation area, swimmers can enjoy lifeguarded beaches. The park is also a great place to observe wildlife such as bald eagles, great-horned owls, fox, deer and more. Historic Batsto Village is located here and the village features 33 historic buildings and structures including the Batsto Mansion, a saw mill and a general store. Visitors pay a nominal entrance fee in the summer. Batsto: Route 542, 7 miles east of Hammonton, (609) 561-0024; Atsion: Route 206, 7 miles north of Hammonton; (609) 268-0444; www.state.nj.us/dep/parks andforests

WIGGINS WATERFRONT PARK The park sits among many of Camden's popular attractions, including Campbell's Field, Adventure Aquarium, the Susquehanna Bank Center and the Battleship New Jersey. The park itself features a promenade, fishing and a marina, which is open from April to October. The park is a great place to view a sunset overlooking the Philadelphia skyline. Mickle Boulevard near the Delaware River, Camden; www.camden county.com/government/offices/parks 

