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N.J. legislators
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State government is New Jersey's biggest employer, and like everything else it's looking to stabilize after a rocky year.

State government in a sense is New Jersey Inc. -- spending some $47 billion a year once federal aid and other revenue streams are counted, providing a wide array of services through some 80,000 employees, plus tens of thousands more at state colleges and independent authorities.

And the company has a shareholders meeting this November -- Election Day, when roughly 5.3 million registered voters will have the opportunity to choose a governor for the next four years and all 80 members of the General Assembly.

The state government's executive branch is headed by the governor. The powers of New Jersey's governor, as established by the 1949 constitutional convention, make it one of the nation's most powerful chief executives, with wide-ranging appointment powers and the ability to line-item veto spending legislation. The governor has been the only state official elected statewide, though this year for the first time voters will also elect a lieutenant governor. Gubernatorial candidates will choose a running mate to join them on a single ticket, much like candidates for president; voters cannot split their votes for governor and lieutenant governor between more than one political party.

The state's legislative branch is split into two bodies -- a 40-member Senate, which will next be on the ballot in 2011, and an 80-member Assembly, which is on the ballot this year. Lawmakers are assigned to one or more committees, and in a typical two-year legislative session roughly 500 bills are enacted.

The state's population is split into 40 districts, each with a senator and two assembly members. Every decade, following the census, the districts are reapportioned into ones with roughly equal populations. The 2011 election will have new districts. Assembly terms are for two years. Senate terms are for four years, except the first election after redistricting is for a two-year term.

At the national level, New Jersey has two U.S. senators and 13 U.S. representatives. Four of the representatives are from South Jersey districts.

Back in the New Jersey Legislature, state lawmakers are paid $49,000 a year, though the Senate president and Assembly speaker receive an extra one-third in salary. Though the positions are considered part-time, lawmakers receive health benefits and are in a special pension system. Lawmakers also have available $110,000 a year to pay personal staff aides at their discretion, and the state pays for lawmakers to have district offices.

The state's judicial branch is headed by the Supreme Court, which consists of seven members led by the chief justice. In all, about 7 million cases a year are filed in New Jersey's courts, from municipal courts through the state's highest court. The state has approximately 420 judges sitting on its Supreme Court, the Superior Court and its criminal, civil and family law division, the Appellate Division and the Tax Court. The state's nearly 540 municipal courts handle about 85 percent of the judicial load, such as motor-vehicle and disorderly persons offenses.

GOVERNOR

Gov. Jon Corzine (D-Hoboken). State House, West State Street, P.O. Box 001, Trenton, NJ 08625; (609) 292-6000.

U.S. SENATE

Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-Cliffside Park). 324 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510; (202) 224-3224; or One Port Center, Suite 505, 5th Floor, 2 Riverside Drive, Camden, NJ 08101; (856) 338-8922.

Sen. Robert Menendez (D-Hoboken), 317 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510; (202) 224-4744; or 208 White Horse Pike, Suite 18, Barrington, NJ 08007; (856) 757-5353.

U.S. HOUSE

Rep. Rob Andrews (D-Haddon Heights), 2265 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515; (202) 225-6501; or 506-A White Horse Pike, Haddon Heights, NJ 08035; (856) 546-5100; or 63 N. Broad St, Woodbury, NJ 08096; (856) 848-3900.

Rep. Frank LoBiondo (R-Ventnor), 2427 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515; (202) 225-6572; or 5914 Main Street, Mays Landing, NJ 08330; (800) 471-4450 or (609) 625-5008.

Rep. John Adler (D-Cherry Hill), 1223 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515; (202) 225-4765; or 28 North Maple Avenue, Marlton, NJ 08053-3021; (856) 985-2777; or 247 Main Street, Toms River, NJ 08753-7468; (732) 608-7235.

Rep. Chris Smith (R-Hamilton), 2373 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515; (202) 225-3765; or 1540 Kuser Rd., Suite A-9, Hamilton, NJ 08619; (609) 585-7878; or 108 Lacey Road, Suite 38A, Whiting Shopping Center, Whiting, NJ 08759; (732) 350-2300.

