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Festivals

By SHERI BERKERY • Courier-Post Staff • June 15, 2010 

Roll the laid-back fun of a block party into the ambience of a downtown Main Street, add a generous helping of music, shopping and kid stuff, and you'll have the unique flavor of a South Jersey festival.
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Events such as Collingswood's May Fair, the WXPN XPoNential Music Festival and the Victorian-themed Dickens Festival have become annual traditions for families. South Jersey holds festivals virtually year round, starting in January with Mount Holly's Fire and Ice Festival, which blends ice-carving and chili contests. Spring and summer bring music extravaganzas, country fairs and craft events. The area celebrates fall with pumpkins and hayrides, and welcomes the holiday season with lights and carolers. Here is a sampling of some area events you won't want to miss.

AMERICAN INDIAN ARTS FESTIVAL The 43rd semiannual American Indian Arts Festival showcases artists from throughout the Americas who exhibit and sell their works. Visitors also experience dance, music and Native American food offering adventurous flavors such as wild rices, Navajo tacos and alligator. Two multi-day festivals held in the spring and fall of each year. Rankokus American Indian Reservation, Rancocas Road, Westampton; (609) 267-4747; www.powhatan.org
ANNUAL BLACK FAMILY HERITAGE FESTIVAL Visitors can enjoy music and food while browsing vendors' merchandise. Special presentations, drum and dance exhibitions, and more are all part of the festival. Be sure to bring a lawn chair or blanket. Held in mid-July. Burlington Waterfront, Burlington City; (609) 239-4770; www.burlingtonbrotherhood.org
ART BLOOMS JURIED CRAFT FESTIVAL More than 60 craft vendors sell original artwork, handmade jewelry and more. Visitors can also check out a major juried art exhibit. The township festival has grown to include children's activities such as a moon bounce, an information fair and 5K Fun Run/Walk to help combat substance abuse. Held in late April. Croft Farm, 100 Bortons Mill Road, Cherry Hill; (856) 661-4810; www.cherryhill-nj.com
BLACKWOOD PUMPKIN FESTIVAL Visitors can find live entertainment, many tables of crafts, snacks, sweets, toys, and used books from the adjacent library and more. Wander through the small town, take pictures in the gazebo, or shop to your heart's content. To be held Oct. 4, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Rain date is Oct. 11. Church Street and Black Horse Pike, Blackwood; (609) 405-0306; www.mainstage.org
BLANK ROME FESTIVAL OF ARTS, BOOKS AND CULTURE The Blank Rome Festival gathers a group of big-name authors, artists, musicians and other notable cultural figures to share their work through performances, workshops and other events. To be held Nov. 7 to 15. Betty and Milton Katz Jewish Community Center, 1301 Springdale Road, Cherry Hill; (856) 424-4444, ext. 292; www.katzjcc.org
BURLINGTON COUNTY FARM FAIR The country-style event includes 4-H animals, agricultural exhibits and antique farm equipment. Kids can even be a farmer for a day by trying out the tractor pull. Music, food and other family-friendly activities round out the festival. Held in late July. Village Green, Route 541 (Main Street), Lumberton; (609) 267-2881; www.burlingtoncountyfarmfair.com
CAMDEN COUNTY 4-H OLD TIME COUNTRY FAIR The annual showcase for the 4-H club -- run by Rutgers Cooperative Extension -- features food, vendors, games, rides and, of course, plenty of farm animals. Visitors can check out the horses, cows, goats, ducks, rabbits and more. Held in late July. 4-H Fairgrounds, Lakeland Complex, Salina-County House Road, Blackwood; (856) 566-2900; www.camdencounty4H.com
CAMDEN UNIVERSITY DISTRICT MULTI-CULTURAL STREET ARTS FESTIVAL The free festival, sponsored by the African American Culture Arts Center, highlights local artists, who will discuss and sell their work. Storytelling and live music round out the cultural experience. To be held Sept. 26, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 100 block of North Sixth Street, Camden; (856) 338-1004; (856) 338-1958; www.aacacm.org
COLLINGSWOOD BOOK FESTIVAL A week of activities leads up to the festival. Book lovers can meet authors and illustrators and browse a large collection of new and used books for purchase. Crafts, storytelling and poetry readings, workshops, and more entertain visitors along six blocks of Haddon Avenue. To be held Oct. 3, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Inclement weather will move the book festival to Collingswood High School, 424 W. Collings Ave. Haddon Avenue, Collingswood; (856) 854-6528; (856) 858-0649; www.collingswoodbookfestival.com
COLLINGSWOOD CRAFTS AND FINE ART FESTIVAL The Collingswood Crafts and Fine Art Festival showcases crafters and fine artists from all over the United States. It offers contemporary crafts in wood, ceramics, glass, metal and more for both home and garden. The show also features hand-woven clothing, leather and jewelry. Held annually on the second Saturday and Sunday in August. Haddon Avenue, Collingswood; (856) 858-1000; (856) 854-0720; www.collingswood.com
CRANBERRY FESTIVAL Bordentown, home to the largest Ocean Spray cranberries facility, celebrates its native crop with a huge festival each year. The special event includes a vintage car show, juried crafts, a community farm market, children's activities, and plenty of food and entertainment. To be held Oct. 3 and 4, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Farnsworth Avenue shopping district, Bordentown City; (609) 298-DBA6; www.downtownbordentown.com
DELAWARE VALLEY ICS REGIONAL CHILI COOK-OFF, CONCERT AND FESTIVAL The Gloucester County Chamber of Commerce joins forces with the Delaware Valley International Chili Society for this hot food fest. The event features a chili-cooking competition, wing-eating champion El Wingador and spectator chili testing, but also serves up a full day of entertainment, craft vendors and family fun. Held in mid-June. Dream Park, 400 Route 130 North, Logan; (856) 881-6560; www.delvalchilicookoff.com
DICKENS FESTIVAL Loads of lights and a Victorian theme make this festival one of South Jersey's most popular holiday events. Horse-drawn carriage rides, people dressed like Dickens characters, and strolling carolers play up historic Medford's charms. Visitors can also enjoy a live nativity scene and parade. To be held Dec. 5, 6 to 9:30 p.m. Main Street, Medford; (609) 714-8811; www.hmva.org
EARTH FAIR  If your family enjoys outdoor activities, Earth Fair is the event for you. Highlights include nature walks, canoeing, live animal presentations and entertainment. Visitors can canoe Rancocas Creek, tour the industrial village and Smithville Mansion, and do some evening star-gazing. Held in mid-June. Historic Smithville Park, Smithville Road, Eastampton; (609) 265-5068 www.Co.Burlington.NJ.us
EAST COAST VULTURE FESTIVAL Perhaps it's an unusual theme for a festival, but Wenonah goes all out to celebrate the vultures that return to roost in the town each winter. A free children's fair featuring a guided walk, educational displays, crafts, games and live animals is held during the day at the community center. The evening event at the local elementary school features beverages, fancy desserts, live bird presentation and music. Held in early March. Wenonah Community Center, Mantua and North East avenues, and Wenonah Elementary School, 200 N. Clinton Ave., Wenonah; (856) 468-6536; www.eastcoastvulturefestival.org
FALL FOLIAGE FESTIVAL An interesting twist on the fall festival, this event offers canoe and kayak rides along Rancocas Creek for a scenic tour of Halloween-decorated docks. Face and pumpkin painting, live entertainment and other activities greet visitors after the tour. To be held Oct. 18, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Rain date is Oct. 25. Smithville Park, Smithville Road, Eastampton; (609) 265-5068; www.co.burlington.nj.us
FEAST OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL The celebration began in 1875 with a simple procession of the Blessed Mother, but over the years has grown into a family extravaganza with an entire amusement park, souvenir vendors, food and more. The procession itself also has expanded to 25 statues. While this is a religious-themed celebration, all are invited to attend. Held in mid-July. 3rd Street, Hammonton; (609) 561-4818; www.mountcarmelsociety.homestead.com
FESTIVAL OF INDIA Experience Indian heritage in this community festival through music, food, dance and culture. This event is part of PECO's Multicultural Series at Penn's Landing. Held in mid-August. Great Plaza at Penn's Landing, Columbus Boulevard at Market Street, Philadelphia; (215) 284-8923; www.PennsLandingCorp.com
FIRE AND ICE FESTIVAL Relieve cabin fever as Mount Holly combines its chili contest with an ice-carving festival. Music and seasonal food such as cider doughnuts and hot toddies warm the spirit. To be held Jan. 30. Main Street, Mount Holly; (609) 914-0811; www.mainstreetmountholly.com
GLOUCESTER COUNTY 4-H FAIR AND NJ PEACH FESTIVAL The fair is a showcase for young 4-H members, who demonstrate their equestrian skills, knowledge of farm animals and even their karate moves. Nightly chicken barbecues and events such as the Peach Queen and Little Miss Peach contests give the fair its homegrown flavor. Visitors can see many animals, such as rabbits, birds, hogs, sheep, goats, reptiles, beef cattle and dairy cows. The entire family can enjoy rides, entertainment and food -- especially peaches. Held in late July. 275 Bridgeton Pike (Route 77), Mullica Hill; (856) 307-6450, ext. 3.

GREEK AGORA FESTIVAL The Agora Greek fest draws 20,000 to 25,000 people, and features entertainment and favorite Greek foods such as gyros and souvlaki. To be held Oct. 1 to 4, noon to 1 a.m. Greek Orthodox Church of St. Thomas, 615 Mercer St., Cherry Hill; (856) 665-1731; www.greekagora.org
HADDONFIELD CRAFTS & FINE ART FESTIVAL Celebrating the beauty of artwork and handmade crafts, the event features juried artists displaying their own pieces. Photographs, glass art, wood and metal crafts and much more will be on display and for sale. Held in mid-July. Kings Highway, Haddonfield; (856) 216-7253. www.shophaddonfieldnj.org
HOLIDAY FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS The weekend tree-lighting festivals brighten the Camden Waterfront. The garden's 4.5-acre property is transformed into a winter wonderland, with more than 100,000 holiday lights. Santa Claus and his elves and garden mascot Mum Bear interact with visitors and spread holiday cheer. To be held Fridays and Saturdays, 5:30 to 8 p.m., from Dec. 4 to Jan. 2. Camden Children's Garden, 3 Riverside Drive, Camden; (856) 365-8733; www.camdenchildrensgarden.org
KIDZFEST  Event offers families hours of fun with inflatables, crafts, face painting, giant slides, prizes and more, plus plenty of room to run around in the park. Proceeds help children's charities each year. This year's funds will go toward research on children's heart disease and the Boys and Girls Club of CamdenTo be held Sept. 19, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Cooper River Park, Park Drive and McClellan Boulevard, Pennsauken; (877) 744-3083; www.kidzfest.org
MAIN STREET COLONIAL DAY The Main Street Woodbury organization capitalizes on the town's early American roots with a time-traveling festival. The event celebrates Olde Woodbury through costumes, crafts, trolley rides and more. To be held Sept. 26, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Broad Street, Woodbury; (856) 845-8655; www.mainstreetwoodbury.org
MAY FAIR One of South Jersey's most popular Main Streets hosts thousands of visitors during its springtime bonanza of art, crafts, food and music. The juried arts and crafts display is expected to line 10 blocks of Haddon Avenue. Kids have their pick of pony rides, carnival games and more in the KidZone. Visitors can sample the offerings of downtown restaurants in two Food Courts, or shop for local produce at farmers' market stands. Held in late May. Haddon Avenue, Collingswood; www.collingswood.com
MOUNT LAUREL FALL FESTIVAL This long-running family event features rides, entertainment and food vendors. To be held Sept. 26, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Laurel Acres Park, Mount Laurel; (856) 234-0001; www.mountlaurel.com
RED WINE AND BLUES FESTIVAL Check out craft vendors and food throughout the afternoon. Then spread out a blanket or open a lawn chair for an evening under the stars, sip wine from New Jersey wineries and enjoy live blues. Held in mid-July. Tuckerton Seaport, 120 W. Main St., Tuckerton; (609) 296-8868; www.TuckertonSeaport.org
SCARECROW CONTEST AND HARVEST FESTIVAL  Crafty South Jersey types -- including scout troops and students -- compete for honors in the scarecrow contest, while families stroll Historic Medford Village to check out the displays and fall activities. To be held Oct. 10, 9 a.m. Main Street; Medford; (609) 714-8811; www.hmva.org
WAWA WELCOME AMERICA! The city of Philadelphia capitalizes on its historic importance during this multi-day extravaganza to celebrate America's beginnings. It's a huge tourism draw that puts the region on the national stage. Visitors can look forward to plenty of fireworks, concerts featuring major acts, a festival and parade on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway, ice cream parties at Penn's Landing, outdoor movie screenings and much more. Held the weekend before the Fourth of July through the following weekend. Penn's Landing, Benjamin Franklin Parkway and other locations, Philadelphia; www.gophila.com,http://www.welcomeamerica.com/schedule. 
WXPN XPoNENTIAL MUSIC FESTIVAL Independent radio station WXPN draws singer-songwriters and music fans for a long weekend of modern rock, jazz and more. Past performers have included Aimee Mann, Robert Cray and They Might Be Giants. Young music lovers get their own shows on the Kids Corner stage. Held in late July. Wiggins Park, Camden; (215) 898-6677; www.xpn.org
