



Summer could be entertaining in Camden County
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Shawn Colvin, Paul Rodgers and Fred Eaglesmith are among the headliners signed on for the Camden County Parks System's 2010 summer entertainment series.

While the series is scaled back somewhat this summer due to the economy and county budget cuts, it still offers numerous opportunities to enjoy live music, children's entertainment, outdoor movies and more at venues throughout the county, according to Roland Traynor, director of special events.

While in years past the county Board of Freeholders has mailed out glossy guides that highlight concerts and other events in Pennsauken, Lindenwold, Haddon Heights and Camden, this year it is saving money by producing the guides that can be picked up at libraries, municipal buildings and other locations, including the Courier-Post lobby on Cuthbert Boulevard in Cherry Hill.

A much-anticipated event is the July Fourth concert, Traynor said. This year's 10th anniversary show again will be at Cooper River Park. It will feature Paul Rodgers of Free and Bad Company fame, who most recently has toured with Queen. The concert will be followed by fireworks sponsored by Pennsauken Township.

"It is always a popular event," said Traynor, who estimates between 40,000 and 50,000 attended the free event last year. "He is extraordinary. He is current. It will be great."

Free music also will be offered at three other concert series -- the Sunset Jazz Series on some Tuesday nights at Wiggins Park on the Camden Waterfront, now in its 19th year; the singer/songwriter Sundown Series on some Wednesday nights at Haddon Heights Dell on 13th Avenue, now in its 11th year; and concerts on various Thursday nights at Cooper River Park in Pennsauken.

"In the spirit of working within the budget, we are doing an every-other-week kind of format, rather than every week" to stretch the fun throughout the summer, Traynor said.

Children's shows will take place on some Tuesday and Wednesday mornings at Haddon Heights Dell and at Lindenwold Park.

A free Caribbean Carnival will take place on July 24 at Wiggins Park. Also free will be fireworks displays that can be viewed from Wiggins Park on June 27 and July 3. The July 3 event also will include a concert featuring jazz students from Camden's Creative Arts High School.

On July 31 and Aug. 1, Camden County will host its first Fine Arts Festival. There are 16 shows in all, not including the three-day XPoNential Music Festival, WXPN 88.5 FM's annual summer festival in Wiggins Park, which Camden County is sponsoring for the fourth year.

Traynor said singer-songwriter Colvin was asked back after a successful show a few years ago at the Scottish Rite Auditorium. She will perform July 8 at Cooper River Park.

Other events at Cooper River include the South Philadelphia String Band (June 24), Country on the Cooper featuring Hung Jury (July 22), the City Rhythm Orchestra playing Frank Sinatra and Count Basie (Aug. 5), and the Crystals (Aug. 19).

Haddon Heights concerts include Eaglesmith (June 16), The Spring Standards (June 30), Cornmeal and Johnny Miles (July 14), Los Straightjackets (July 28) and Horsefeathers (Aug. 11).

Among the jazz events happening at Wiggins Park, a highlight promises to be "The Best of Camden Reunion Jam," which Traynor says "will feature a lot of the more prominent musicians that have grown up in the city and are coming back to perform an all-star show."

Performers include The Ebonys, The Ingram Brothers, The Sweeties, Billy Paul and more, all performing free.

Other jazz events include Catherine Russell (July 13), the Buster Williams Quartet (Aug. 2) and Bobby Caldwell -- who was rained out last summer -- (Aug. 17).

Children's events, mostly in Lindenwold Park, include the Give & Take Jugglers on July 16, a magic show on Aug. 18 and lots more, including plenty of outdoor movies.

