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Party-backed candidates rule in primaries

By JIM WALSH • Courier-Post Staff • June 9, 2010 

Candidates backed by party leaders easily beat challengers in several high-profile primary races across South Jersey, but at least two incumbents went down to defeat in a local town.

Runnemede Mayor Ginny Betteridge and Councilwoman Lisa Scaramuzzo were trounced by challengers in the borough's Democratic primaries, according to unofficial results.

Elsewhere, party-supported candidates Larry Wallace and Frank Nestore handily won two GOP freeholder nominations in an eight-way race in Gloucester County.

In Burlington County, Freeholder Joseph Donnelly and three-term Sheriff Jean Stanfield cruised to victory in their GOP contests. They beat challengers Dale Reising for freeholder and William Moore III, both of Edgewater Park, for sheriff by a 5-2 margin.
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And in Washington Township, a council slate endorsed by the Democratic organization rolled over three challengers. The primary winners -- Matt Gorman, Lisa Bercute and Michael Sims -- each drew more than 1,200 votes. The top-performing insurgent, Joshua Aronovitch, managed just 632 votes, according to unofficial results.

In Lawnside, Councilwoman Mary Ann Wardlow won a three-way fight in the Democrat mayoral primary. She is virtually assured of victory in the fall's general election, as no Republican filed to run for mayor in the heavily Democratic borough.

Wardlow easily defeated fellow council members Stephen Moore and Clifford Still Sr., according to unofficial results. Incumbent Mayor Mark Bryant is stepping down after nearly 20 years in office.

In Stratford, two candidates backed by the GOP establishment appeared to squeak out a victory in the council primary.

Steven Easterday had 121 votes and his running mate, Stephen Venuto, had 116, according to unofficial results. Their opponents -- Albert Adolf and Kim Berdine -- each had 104 votes.

Incumbents prevailed in the Democratic council primary in Maple Shade. Anthony Saporito Jr., the appointed mayor, and Councilman Rob T. Wells won by better than a 2-to-1 margin.

Former mayor Rose Young had switched parties from Republican to Democrat in order to challenge Saporito with her running mate, Michael McClure.

And in Camden, Republican Clyde Cook won a contested nomination for an at-large city council seat. Cook, who defeated Edward Torres, will face Democratic Councilwoman Deborah Person-Polk in the fall.

Turnout was light across the region, but voters said they wielded a heavy responsibility.

Wesley Gordon, 67, a Vietnam veteran from Washington Township, said he votes in every election because "we have a right and because I fought a war for it."

"I'm looking for change in the Democratic Party," Gordon said. "I'm tired of taxes."

Michele Glasso, 58, of Washington Township, said primary elections are the first chance a voter has to speak up and be heard.

"I'm not happy with the way the government is and if I want a say, I need to vote in an election," said Glasso, a Republican.

As the primary results came in, victors voiced optimism and declared it was time for party members to come together.

"We have a good team," declared Sims, a Democratic council nominee in Washington Township. "It's solid. It's diverse. We worked hard for our accomplishments and we're going to work harder come November."

The party-backed Democrats were challenged in the primary by former councilwoman Anita LaPierre and newcomer Rick Pfeffer, as well as Aronovitch.

The council seats became open after three incumbent Democrats -- Robert Timmons, Albert Frattali and Michelle Martin -- declined to seek re-election.

Donnelly and Stanfield were at the Mount Laurel headquarters of victorious 3rd Congressional District primary candidate Jon Runyan after the polls closed.

"It's time for the party to come together and continue the success that we've had in reducing taxes and spending and making Burlington County a more affordable place to live," Donnelly said. He will be seeking his second, three-year term and facing opposition from Democrat candidate Aimee Belgard in November.

Stanfield will face Democrat Julius "Jay" Coltre in the sheriff's race.

Wallace and Nestore, the GOP freeholder candidates in Gloucester County, also looked ahead after their victories.

"Tomorrow we reach out with the olive branch and we ask everyone to understand that the voters have spoken," said Wallace, one of the winning Republican freeholder candidates in Gloucester County.

"It took a team effort to get here and it will take a team effort to get to the finals," said Nestore, his running mate in the freeholder race. "We have to work together for a common goal and that goal is running against the Democratic machine."

Nestore and Wallace will face Democrats Heather Simmons and Robert Zimmerman in November.

Losers in the GOP freeholder primary included the slates of Ron Brittin and Tony Celeste, and Andy Savicky and Patrick Schubert Sr.

Also defeated were Rose Yerka and Brandon Gurk, who were aligned with Gloucester County GOP's former leader, Loran Oglesby. Oglesby, who had sought to challenge Democratic U.S. Rep. Rob Andrews in the 1st District, lost her own primary race.

Dale Glading, a Republican who challenged Andrews two years ago, won the right to try again. Also competing in the GOP congressional primary were Lee Lucas and Fernando Powers.

Andrews, a long-time Democratic incumbent, crushed challenger John Caramanna in the Democratic primary.

In other congressional primaries, Democrat John Adler of Cherry Hill won the 3rd Congressional District. He will face Republican Jon Runyan of Mount Laurel.

Two incumbent Republican congressman who represent South Jersey communities -- Frank LoBiondo in the 2nd District and Chris Smith in the 4th -- also were primary winners.

In Runnemede, the Democratic mayoral nomination went to challenger Bertha Kalvaitis, who amassed 65 percent of the vote.

Her running mates in the Democratic council primary, Frank Williams and Ed White, easily defeated Scaramuzzo and Joseph Aupperle.

No Republicans filed for the mayoral or council races in Runnemede.

Staff writers Shruti Mathur Desai, Carol Comegno and Deborah Hirsch contributed to this report. Reach Jim Walsh at (856) 486-2646 or jwalsh@courierpostonline.com
