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23 tri-county mayors back Christie on tax cap

By JANE ROH • Courier-Post Staff • June 4, 2010 

Most of the 23 mayors in the tri-county region who have signed on to Gov. Chris Christie's 2.5 percent property tax cap hail from Burlington and Gloucester counties.

According to the governor's office, mayors from towns including Franklin, Harrison, Evesham, Medford, Moorestown, and Haddon Heights are on board with the initiative. The governor is pushing for a constitutional amendment that would limit property tax hikes to 2.5 percent every year, but many towns -- most of them controlled by Democrats -- are resisting the measure.

Three-fifths of the Democratic-majority Legislature must back the proposal before it can be put before voters on the November ballot. But Democratic leaders of both chambers -- Sen. Stephen Sweeney of Gloucester and Assemblywoman Sheila Oliver of East Orange -- say the hard cap is unfair and impractical, as towns have little power to control rising ticket items such as health care and unfunded state mandates.

Of the five Camden County mayors backing Cap 2.5 -- as it has come to be known -- none are from Cherry Hill and Gloucester Township. Tom Cardis, Gloucester Township's business administrator, has said towns need flexibility on taxes.

The argument is essentially a philosophical one. Republicans believe wasteful spending abounds in the state. A hard cap would force towns to run leaner and make hard decisions -- such as consolidation -- faster. But Democrats argue towns have been forced to trim enough fat in the current recession.

Growing student and senior populations have increased a demand for services, and towns will not be able to pay for rising health care and pension costs without cutting into essential public safety functions, they contend.

The bulk of Christie's support thus far on Cap 2.5 lies in Republican strongholds in Bergen, Morris, Ocean, and Sussex counties. Gov. Christie and Lt. Gov. Kim Guadagno will hold town halls across the state to promote the Cap 2.5 initiative, ahead of the Legislature's June 30 budget deadline.

Tri-County mayors who have signed onto Cap 2.5:

Gloucester County: Jeff Radio, Clayton; Phil Barbaro, Elk; Patrick Dougherty, Franklin; George Shivery, Greenwich; Louis Manzo, Harrison Township; Joseph Curcio, Newfield; James McCall, South Harrison; Thomas Capaldi, Wenonah.

Burlington County: Jim Lynch, Bordentown City; Kate Fitzpatrick, Delanco; Randy Brown, Evesham; Arthur Puglia, Mansfield; Robert Martin, Medford; Paul Weiss, Medford Lakes; Daniel Roccato, Moorestown; Dennis Roohr, New Hanover; Robert Martin, Riverton; James Young, Southampton.

Camden County: Michael Blunt, Chesilhurst; Scott Alexander, Haddon Heights; Frank DeLucca, Lindenwold; John Gentless, Stratford; Sue Anne Metzner, Winslow.
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