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CAMDEN — Anthony Saccomanno, the former director of the Cherry Hill Department of Code Enforcement and Inspections, was sentenced Tuesday to 22 months in prison for corruption.

"The citizens of Cherry Hill had put their trust in Mr. Saccomanno to perform his duties not just competently, but honestly," said Judge Renee Marie Bumb in the U.S. District Court. "When he betrayed their trust by taking bribes, he left the township of Cherry Hill and its citizens skeptical there could ever be any such thing as an honest government."

Saccomanno pleaded guilty in June to taking bribes from township contractor Building Inspection Underwriters Inc. He will also have to pay a $20,000 fine and be on probation for three years.

Saccomanno apologized to the judge and to his loved ones. "I hope the court is lenient. Of course what I did, I can't explain . . ." he said, throwing up his hands and shaking his head. "I can't explain."

Saccomanno's decision to cooperate with federal authorities after they learned he had accepted bribes compelled Bumb to lower the sentencing guidelines from a cap of 30 months to a cap of 23 months.

He helped authorities extract a guilty plea from Russell B. McLaughlin Jr. last April. McLaughlin ran the Pennsylvania-based BIU, which until last year had contracts with the township dating to at least 1998. He admitted to paying Saccomanno $5,000 in cash to rig the bidding process.

"I thought it was a harsh sentence. I was hopeful he would get more credit for his cooperation with the government," said Saccomanno's attorney Jeffrey C. Zucker after court adjourned.

He did not yet know if the sentence would be appealed.

Saccomanno's legal team had fought to keep him out of prison. He is in remission from lung disease.

Serving as a character witness, Michael Saccomanno said his father was "living on borrowed time." Michael Saccomanno said that if the court considered the entirety of his father's life, "what he has done there, Cherry Hill should be extremely proud."

Bumb said she was skeptical that the two bribes Saccomanno admitted taking in 2007 and 2008, totaling $4,500, were isolated incidents. She noted that, according to witness testimony Saccomanno seemed to brag about taking annual bribes for a number of years.

"It wasn't just one bribe, it was two. And as the government rightly points out, it's not the amount of the bribe that matters -- it's the fact that there was a bribe," Bumb said.

She also criticized Saccomanno for blaming his troubles on the "cooperating witness" who helped the government build its case.

Saccomanno in court identified the "CW" as Michael Schaffer, a former fire code inspector in Gloucester Township. Schaffer, a Cherry Hill councilman in the 1980s, pleaded guilty last month to defrauding the IRS. The charges were related to the 2003 and 2004 sale of shares of a business, Municipal Code Inspections Inc. Saccomanno was a partner in that business, a Gloucester Township official said. The only partner not to be charged in that case is referred to by the government as "A.S."

Township solicitor Sherri Schweitzer urged the judge against leniency and toward restitution. She said Saccomanno owed taxpayers more than $368,260 in salary and benefits he was paid after he committed his crimes.

The state pension board has not yet ruled on whether to freeze Saccomanno's pension. Schweitzer said the township was exploring civil action against Saccomanno to "make the taxpayers whole again."

According to Zucker, both a federal probation board and the U.S. attorney's office have rejected the township's attempts to seek restitution. On Tuesday, Bumb said that her court was not the appropriate venue for the request. Schweitzer wrote in an e-mail to the Courier-Post that the township's request for restitution was not heard until Tuesday and therefore had never previously been denied.

"I believe that this former public servant still owes the taxpayers of Cherry Hill and from this point forward the Township will pursue all avenues of restitution so our residents are made whole," said Mayor Bernie Platt in an e-mailed statement.
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