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An $85 million project, expected to start Wednesday, will upgrade 11 miles of Interstate 295 in Burlington County, officials say.

The two-part project will target the road between Rancocas-Mount Holly Road in Westampton, or Interchange 45, and Route 130 in Bordentown Township, or Interchange 57.

Workers initially will close the right lane in each direction for shoulder reconstruction and drainage repair, said the state Department of Transportation.

That work, which will maintain two traffic lanes in each direction, is to be completed in June.

At that time, all northbound traffic will be shifted across the median to the southbound roadway. That will allow workers to upgrade all northbound lanes at the same time, the agency said.

Some interchange ramps will close at times due to construction, it added. Normal traffic patterns are to resume by September.

The agency said the work was scheduled for the summer when traffic volume is lower.

A similar pattern is expected when workers upgrade the strip's southbound lanes in 2011, the transportation agency said.

The overall project includes deck repairs to 12 bridges, as well as new guiderails and upgrades for acceleration and deceleration lanes, the agency said.

It's the latest of several big highway projects in the tri-county region:

A $69 million project, which began last June, is under way on an eight-mile stretch of I-295 between Cherry Hill in Camden County and West Deptford in Gloucester County. That work is to end in spring 2012.

The state in November launched an $18 million effort to improve a 1.25-mile segment of Route 73 in Maple Shade and Moorestown. That's also due for spring 2012 completion.

A $31 million project began in April to replace the Marlton Circle with an overpass in Evesham. That's due for completion in winter 2011.

A $7.8 million project began in September to ease drainage problems on the Admiral Wilson Boulevard in Camden and Pennsauken. That work is expected to end in November.

Reach Jim Walsh at (856) 486-2646 or jwalsh@courierpostonline.com
